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“Who you follow is more 
important than where 
you are.” Psalm 23: 
Verse 1 by Paul Liu
 

“but I always was, still am, and 
forever will be, safe in His arms, 
covered by His precious blood... I 
am assured of all that the Savior 
has done for me.” My Only 
Comfort in Life and Death by 
Koh Ming Hui

“It is every Christian’s calling to be
hospitable, not because we desire 
their company, but because we 
seek their good, their welfare, and
ultimately, their salvation.” Christian
Hospitality: Welcoming the 
Strangers among us by Paul Ong
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PSalm 23: VerSe 1
>> Paul liu

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and 
I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
for ever.

The Tired Psalm

The Shepherd’s Psalm does sometimes 
suffer from a certain “fatigue” from 
being overused on too many occasions. 
From births to deaths, moments of 
elation to moments of dread, this 

Psalm can be whipped out in short 
notice to give a fitting perspective of 
our lives before God. But sometimes, 
this “fatigue” causes us to end up 
avoiding it because it’s like “oh no, not 
this one again”, or when sharing from 
God’s Word, “everyone will think I 
didn’t prepare anything else”. Well, 
NO, don’t be tired of God’s Word! You 
may have read it many times before, 
but just as it is true that you are being 
led by the Shepherd, you will also find 
true that each turn in life brings newer 
and greater meaning to this portion of 
God’s Word. So don’t skip it, or miss 
it when the time is right. Let’s look at 
the first verse of this wonderful Psalm 
together! =)

Be sheep-y, but don’t be sheep-ish!

There is something special about the 
way this Psalm starts in that it does not 
start with “I am my Lord’s sheep…” 
This is so beautiful in two ways. First, 
this first verse corrects our perspective 
in life. We are so often obsessed about 
ourselves and who we are, what we do, 
what we wear, where we are going… 
Well, the Bible tells us that we have 
gone everyone to his own way! We 
would surely love to talk about 
ourselves; wouldn’t it be great if this 
Psalm started with a self introduction?! 
But no, not when God pens this 
Psalm for our comfort. God breaks 
our cycle of self-absorption by telling 
us that it is not about us! Our comfort 
in this life isn’t derived from what we 
are or can do… it comes from the fact 
that it is all about our LORD! When 
you’re like a sheep, all flustered and 

wondering what to do next, and how 
you are going to take care of yourself, 
this first verse teaches you to focus on 
the LORD, your Shepherd. Do that 
FIRST. When you are given plenty, it 
is about the Shepherd. It is about His 
goodness and blessings. When you are 
led into places you would rather not 
go, it is still about the Shepherd. It is 
about His mercy and protection. That 
frame of mind is the beginning of the 
comfort and peace that God provides.

The second thing that makes this 
such a beautiful beginning is that it 
gives us sheep something. We own 
something! We have something that 
we can declare with such confidence 
and assurance! It’s almost like if you 
were just minding your own sheep-
business and a few stray sheep came 
up to you and started boasting about 
their multi-coloured flowing wool 
and stories of amazing pasture that 
only they had access to… and you’re 
tempted to say “Oh well, my wool is 
just short and white… and I’ve got 
a little grass patch here… sigh…” 
but instead Psalm 23 tells you to say 
boldly, “Well, I’ve got something that 
I truly believe is better – I have my 
Shepherd who loves me… would you 
like to follow me to Him?” and you 
bid them follow as you turn around 
and walk on.

Wow. Amazing, isn’t it? And best 
of all, it is true! The Bible tells us 
in Song of Solomon 2:16 of how 
we belong to our Shepherd and He 
belongs to us. The husband and wife 
relationship between Christ and the 

Paul Liu is a confessing 
young adult in CERC. He is 
a member of the Salt Shakers 
Magazine Committee.
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Church also speaks of the close and 
intimate relationship between God 
and His people. Knowing that there is 
something we always have, something 
that no one can take away from us, is an 
everlasting anchor in our tempestuous 
lives. This “something” is our dearest 
Shepherd and nothing can separate us 
from His love. His faithfulness is our 
assurance, and His presence is our all.

I don’t want, I don’t want!

These two facts lead us to the only 
logical conclusion one can expect: 
I shall not want! You might be 
wondering, “Uh… What is it that you 
don’t want?” Well, it really means “I 
shall not be in want” or “I shall not 
lack anything”. And it is true, that 
such a sheep (or person) shall not 
need (or want) anything else! This is 
in such stark contrast to the many 
beliefs, faiths, and philosophies of this 
world. People flock to whoever gives 
them what they want. If you need 
some cash, love the god who gives you 
wealth. If you need some relief from 
your sickness, love the god who gives 
you health. If you need friends, love 
the god who has the most fans. If you 
need to feel valued, love the god who 
says you are god. There is something 
for everyone; many shepherds who 
would let you lead the way. But, there 
is never really enough, is there? Who 
decides when your bank account is 
full? When will you ever feel bodily 
perfection? There is no satisfaction; no 
end, but endless wants.

And we come back to our interesting 
sheep-friends in multi-coloured 
flowing wool. You see, because that is 
all they have, they will boast endlessly 
about it (even if their wool were just 
about the same as yours). They look 
at you and go, “Aw… Short and white 
wool? I’m so sorry for you… Have you 
ever earnestly asked your Shepherd for 
a multi-coloured coat of wool? And 
truly believing it in your heart? Have 

you… Really, are you sure you did it 
believing?” They really think they’ve 
got us cornered and we are about to 
give up and admit to a certain lack 
of faith of some sort. Instead, we say, 
“Well, I will ask for it when I want 
it… (and then, to their wide-eyed 
amazement) But, I don’t really want 
it.” Silence. They look at you as if 
you’re the stupidest sheep ever, and 
they turn away puzzled. Impossible to 
understand. You look at them without 
ever flinching. Peace that surpasses 
understanding. But you don’t stop 
there for long; you try your very best 
not to lose sight of them as you run 
quickly looking for Shepherd to tell 
Him about those that need a Master 
to find them.

Our Shepherd

If people flock to whoever gives 
them what they want, what does our 
Shepherd give us? What does He give 
us that makes everything else seem 
like dried grass and foolishness? This 
He gives us – the right to call Him 
Shepherd. But what might that really 
mean? What do we have to show for it? 
To be able to call Him “my Shepherd”, 
means He calls me “my Lamb”. And 
we have His unconditional love, even 
His undying love at the cross, as proof 
of that.

If you called a scarecrow your master… 
you’ve got to be kidding. He can’t even 
move to help himself, let alone help 
you for anything! Shepherd is strong. 
He is so strong, that we haven’t met 
any beast he cannot defeat. And we’ve 
seen it with our eyes, no kidding. 
Shepherd is our God, who created the 
heavens and the earth, and through the 
miracle of His providence continues 
to sustain the entire creation. It’s crazy 
He would let us call Him Shepherd, 
isn’t it? What a privilege! Oh, better 
yet, Shepherd isn’t just powerful and 
mighty, He is so willing to be our help. 
He tells us all over His Word that He 

loves us, and He would do anything 
for us! As a Shepherd, He even laid 
down His life for us His beloved 
flock, just as He said He would. What 
profound love! And to top it all off, 
this wonderfully strong Shepherd 
who loves us so much cannot stop 
thinking about us! Psalm 115:12 tells 
us that Shepherd is mindful of us… 
His mind is full of us?  =) Yes! How 
can His attention be on anything else 
other than on those He has given His 
life to save? Because He leads us, He 
knows and is aware of exactly what is 
happening to each of us, so intricately 
and truly, even more so than we know 
anything about ourselves. No surprise 
then that Shepherd tells us He works 
every single thing that happens in 
this universe for our good! It has to 
be, for He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things? This Shepherd 
is simply astounding. It would be an 
achievement of millions of sheep-
lifetimes to be able to call this God 
“my Shepherd”! And.. this is given to 
me?

This amazing love that is given to us 
is something supernatural. It is a love 
so great, so sure, so beyond our ability 
to define; and it is a love that is set 
upon us. It isn’t a love that is felt one 
moment and is gone the next, and it 
isn’t one that we sheep can queue to 
sign up for and then opt-out when 
things aren’t that convenient. This 
love that is unconditionally set upon 
us by our loving Shepherd, is a love 
that arrests us, binds us, and carries 
us all the way home! This love of the 
Shepherd is more than we can take. It 
is worth in excess of 1,000,000,000 
multi-coloured flowing wool coats, 
and it is more than endless fields of 
lush, green, yummy pastures. All the 
other shepherds may throw great stuff 
at us in a combined effort to outdo the 
love we possess, but seriously, we really 
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My Only Comfort 
in Life and Death

>> ming Hui

Q: What is thy only comfort in life and death?

A: That I with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, but belong unto 
my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ; who, with His precious blood, hath fully satisfied for 
all my sins, and delivered me from all the power of the devil; and so preserves me that 
without the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from my head; yea, that 
all things must be subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by His Holy Spirit, He 
also assures me of eternal life, and makes me sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, 
to live unto Him.

don’t have sheep-time for that. No, 
really, there is nothing else that I want.

Our Blessed Existence, Come What 
May

With our little hearts bursting with 
thankfulness and joy every time we 
think of Shepherd, we realise that we 
are indeed of all sheep most blessed! 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
LORD, and whose hope the LORD 
is. Jeremiah 17:7 There is nothing in 
multi-coloured flowing coats of wool; 
nothing in endless rolling pastures. 
Nothing at all, if these gifts do not 
come with the blessings of Shepherd. 
We would rather be bald and starving 
in His arms than beautiful and fat in 
the arms of another. The wealth and 
wonder, and the fortune and fame 
that other masters provide are empty 
because they do not come from the 
loving hand of Shepherd. In fact, those 
“gifts” only serve to lure other sheep 
deeper into greater dissatisfaction and 
destruction.

It’s funny, how those who believe in 
a wealth gospel pray endlessly for 
riches that never seem to satiate. It’s 
sad, how those who believe in a health 

gospel beg endlessly for healing, even 
till their last breath. Blessedness, is 
NOT in the gifts… it IS in the Giver! 
It is much more blessed to own the 
Shepherd, than to possess anything 
else. Sheep who belong to Shepherd, 
never feel poor; sheep who live with 
Shepherd, never feel sick. Isn’t that 
what true wealth and health is? Even 
the wise of the world admit that 
without contentment and satisfaction, 
one would be always poor. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ spoke of contentment in 
such a way, “I am the bread of life: he 
that cometh to Me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst”. He satisfies our souls and gives 
us rest. As Augustine confessed, “You 
have made us for yourself, O Lord, 
and our heart is restless until it rests 
in You”.

The Lord, My Shepherd!

And so we come to the end of the first 
verse. If you have forgotten almost 
everything that you read in the past few 
paragraphs (don’t worry, sheep tend to 
be forgetful too), then just remember 
this one fact: Who you follow is more 
important than where you are.

Many times in life, you would 
be tempted to look at the things 
happening around you, and back at 
yourself, and ask God, “Why?” If your 
question is not in rebellion, but with 
tears of submission, then be assured 
that God answers you, “Because I have 
led you here.” And if you ask God, 
“What is my comfort?”, His answer 
that will surely calm you is “I, no 
one else… I have led you here.” This 
great Shepherd who leads us is the 
one who says “Be still, and know that 
I am God”. He means, “Don’t worry, 
I’ve got it.” He is also the one who 
does “whatsoever He hath pleased”. 
Nothing that happens to you is out of 
His control. Everything that you are 
going through, God is pleased to give 
it in love. What shall we say then? If 
God be for us, who can be against us? 
In truth, we are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed. My dear fellow-sheep, the 
LORD is our Shepherd, and therefore, 
there is nothing else we need. Do you 
believe this? If you do, then move 
along now… Shepherd is leading us 
on. =)

Ming Hui is a youth in CERC.
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Lord’s Day 1 is the summary of the 
entire Heidelberg Catechism. Its first 
question and answer clearly expresses 
the theme of the entire catechism – 
comfort. We all need comfort, and 
the catechism speaks not just of a 
comfort, but of my only comfort in life 
and death; and not just my comfort, 
or, the only comfort, although those 
statements are true, but MY, ONLY, 
comfort. And, my only comfort is this:

I am assured of my condition and my 
state of being: That I with body and 
soul, both in life and death, am not 
my own, but belong unto my faithful 
Saviour Jesus Christ. The phrase “with 
body and soul” implies all of me, and 
“both in life and death” means for all 
time, and in fact, even beyond that, 
for all eternity! The fact that I “am not 
my own” tells me that I have to answer 
to Someone else for everything that I 
think, say and do, and that I can’t act 
according to all my whims, fancies, and 
desires. This seems like a restriction, 
the bondage of a slave without freedom 
and void of hope. What’s more, 
having to answer to the Righteous 
Judge is a terrifying prospect. How 
can I ever be able to answer Him that I 
have accomplished everything perfectly? 
The answer is, I can’t. “But,” and this 
is my reassurance, I “belong unto my 
faithful Saviour Jesus Christ!” This is 
the most blessed thing ever possible. 
It’s unbelievable. It’s too good to be 
true. But, it is true! We “are Christ’s; 
and Christ’s is God’s!” (1 Corinthians 
3:23) Belonging to Him is the most 
complete and perfect freedom I could 
ever have, and belonging to Him 
means all my failures are covered 
with His perfect obedience, and I am 
counted righteous! Is there anything 
more wonderful than this? 

Putting that all together, it means that 
all of me does not belong to my own 
weak self or to anyone else, but I always 
was, still am, and forever will be, safe 

in His arms, covered by His precious 
blood and robe of righteousness, and 
abiding under the shelter and care of 
His wings, for all eternity. I am assured 
of all that the Saviour has done for me. 
The catechism lists six things that my 
Saviour has done or continues to do 
for me:

First, He, with His precious blood, 
hath fully satisfied for all my sins. How 
precious is His blood? He’s God 
Himself! “Died He for me, who caused 
His pain? For me, who Him to death 
pursued? Amazing love! How can it 
be that Thou, my God, shouldst die 
for me?” Every drop of His precious 
blood, to describe it in a humanly 
finite way, is worth more than millions 
of billions of zillions of the most 
perfect diamonds anyone could ever 
imagine, and He gave that blood for 
us. He gave that blood, for me. He had 
all the glory and perfection of heaven, 
yet He willingly chose to leave all that 
to be “despised and rejected of men,” 
to be “wounded for our transgressions 
and bruised for our iniquities.” (Isaiah 
53:3,5) Our sins were as scarlet, but 
He washed them as white as snow; 
they were red as crimson, yet He made 
them to be as wool. (Isaiah 1:18) The 
judgment due on us for our sins was 
fully satisfied. God has been merciful 
to our unrighteousness, and our sins 
and iniquities He will remember no 
more. (Hebrews 8:12)

Second, He hath delivered me from all 
the power of the devil. Even as He hung 
on the cross that dreadful day, He 
was fighting the greatest battle ever. 
When He died, He who was innocent 
freed us who were guilty from the 
bondage of sin, and when He rose 
again, the atonement was confirmed 
and complete. With that victory, He 
won the war for us. He won for us the 
victory over the grave and rendered 
powerless the sting of death. He 
now empowers us to resist the devil 

(James 4:7) and provides the necessary 
armour to enable us to stand against 
the devil’s wiles (Ephesians 6:11). The 
devil is no longer our master. Christ is 
our Master.

Third, He so preserves me that without 
the will of my heavenly Father, not 
a hair can fall from my head. God is 
sovereign. He knows everything, even 
the number of hairs on the head of each 
and every person. (Matthew 10:30) 
He controls everything, even the 
falling of hairs from your head. Psalm 
103:19, “The LORD hath prepared 
His throne in the heavens; and His 
kingdom ruleth over all.” Since He is 
in control, we have nothing to fear for 
we can expect nothing but good from 
the One who has already given us the 
greatest good.

Fourth, He plans it so that all things 
must be subservient to my salvation. 
“And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” (Romans 
8:28) All things must serve the 
salvation of God’s people, for in that, 
ultimately, the goal is achieved: God 
is glorified. Like Joseph, we can say 
to all who try to hurt us, “Ye thought 
evil against me, but God meant it 
unto good.” And with Job, we can 
confidently claim, “But he knoweth 
the way that I take: when he hath tried 
me, I shall come forth as gold.” (Job 
23:10)

Fifth, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures 
me of eternal life. “But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you” (John 14:26) And 
Christ reiterated many times in His 
ministry that whoever believed in Him 
would have eternal life. John 10:28, 
“And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither 
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Deliverers from the lord: Judge Samson
>> Joanna Tang

During our annual CK/CKS camp 
a few months ago, we received six 
speeches on some of the men (and a 
woman) whom God raised to deliver 
His people. The time of the Judges was 
one of the saddest in history – Israel 
sinned repeatedly; and “In those days 
there was no king in Israel, but every 
man did that which was right in his 
own eyes.” (Judges 17:6) The 4S-cycle 

(sin, suffering, sorrow, and salvation) 
was prevalent during this period. Israel 
fell into sin, forsook her God and went 
a-whoring after the idol gods of the 
heathen, and landed herself in a state 
of despair under the tyranny of various 
oppressors. But then Israel repented, 
and God in His mercy remembered 
His church and wrought salvation in 
her by raising up judges. But then, 
Israel would fall into spiritual adultery 
once again, and the cycle would repeat. 
“Nevertheless the LORD raised up 
judges, which delivered them out of 
the hand of those that spoiled them.” 
(Judges 2:16)

Samson was raised up by the Lord in 
a time of Philistine oppression – as 
well as spiritual apostasy on the part 
of Israel as a whole. Israel had given 

herself over to idolatry and immorality. 
There was no fear of God in Israel.

Yet, there was a godly remnant. 
Always, as it is today, God has and 
preserves His elect remnant in a world 
of ungodliness. Samson’s parents 
were among this godly remnant, 
and they were eager to obey God in 
the upbringing of their child. God 
appointed Samson to be a Nazarite 
before he was born. A Nazarite was 
to be consecrated to God. He was to 
abstain from wine and strong drink, he 
was not to cut his hair, and he was not 
to touch dead bodies. However, God 
placed only the first two stipulations 
on Samson because He was preparing 
him to destroy many of His enemies. 

An Israelite would normally take a 

Joanna is a confessing youth in 
CERC.

shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand.” The promise of eternal life is 
found not only in this passage, but 
also in Romans 6:23, Titus 1:2, and 
1 John 5:11, to name a few. The Holy 
Spirit assures us of these promises as 
we spend time in His Word daily. That 
Holy Spirit of promise is the earnest of 
our inheritance. (Ephesians 1:13-14)

Sixth, He makes me sincerely willing 
and ready, henceforth, to live unto 
Him. Romans 14:7-8, “For none of us 
liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself. For whether we live, we live 
unto the Lord; and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord: whether we live 
therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.” 

We are called to “present our bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto 
God, which is our reasonable service.” 
(Romans 12:1) And Romans 8:4, 
“That the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For 
they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that 
are after the Spirit the things of the 
Spirit.” We must live our lives worthy 
of Him, as His children, children of 
light, and “whether therefore we eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever we do,” we 
must, at all costs, “do all to the glory 
of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

After hearing about all these things 

that Christ has done for us, what 
can we do but live a life of gratitude 
to Him? He is our comfort and our 
assurance, our shelter in the time of 
storm. Therefore I am assured, that 
whatever happens, God is at the 
helm. Whether the world criticizes 
or insults, whether or not my friends 
and loved ones are there when I need 
them, whatever my portion may be, 
God will always be my comfort, my, 
only, comfort.

Note: The resources I have used include 
Pastor Lanning’s catechism class notes 
and outline as well as what I have learnt 
from Bible studies, catechism classes, 
sermons, and talks.



8 Salt Shakers   |  God the Only Deliverer

Nazarite vow when he became an 
adult, but this was not the case for 
Samson. The Nazarite vow was placed 
upon Samson before he was born. 
God had called Samson to be holy and 
consecrated to Him, much like He 
calls those born in the church today 
to be separated, holy, and consecrated 
in His service. A regular Nazarite vow 
would only last for a period of time, 
but Samson was bound to his vow 
for a lifetime. This reminds us of our 
calling as God’s peculiar people: we 
are to be holy throughout our entire 
lives.

Samson the Wicked Sinner

Despite the godliness of his parents, 
Samson grew up to be a wicked, 
sinful man. He belittled his Nazaritic 
office. He allowed his passion to 
consume him. We read in Judges that 
he married a heathen wife (Judges 
14:2), committed fornication with 
a prostitute (Judges 16:1), and had 
an affair with yet another heathen 
woman, Delilah (Judges 16:4). 
Samson knew God’s clear command 
for His people to be only married in 
the Lord, but he willfully disobeyed. 
He also showed that he despised his 
parents, for when they pleaded with 
him to take a godly wife (Judges 14:3) 
he responded disobediently: “Get her 
for me; for she pleaseth me well.”

The Word of God is sharp in its 
admonition: “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? And what 
communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? Or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel? And what 
agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? For ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people.” (2 Cor 6:14-16)

Samson’s unrestrained lust brought 
about great spiritual misery for him. 
When he finally told Delilah the secret 
of his strength, she betrayed him into 
the hands of the Philistines, who put 
out his eyes and imprisoned him, and 
mocked the Name of God.

This serves as a warning to us today 
too. Are we as covenant young 
people seeking a godly spouse? God 
commands us to marry in the Lord, 
and only a marriage that is godly will 
bring glory to Him. To marry in the 
Lord is to marry in the love and unity 
of the truth. This also brings great 
joy for us, for it is only with God’s 
children that we can experience sweet 
fellowship here on earth.

Samson also failed in his calling as 
a Nazarite. He failed to honour his 
sacred office as he should have. When 
he went after the godless Delilah, he 
neglected his serious calling as an 
office-bearer. Office-bearers are to be 
faithful examples to the flock, and 
hold fast to the pure doctrine of the 
Word of God. This is a high calling – 
let us remember to pray for our office-
bearers.

God has called the rest of us to be 
office-bearers too. Having the office of 
believers, we as prophets, priests, and 
kings are to live by His Word. We are 
to be witnesses of Him and reject with 
all our hearts that which is contrary to 
the teaching of Scripture. We are to 
live by the Word and not compromise.

Samson the Saint

Samson committed grievous sins. 
Nevertheless, he was a child of God, 
and a saint. From the story of Samson 
we see the unfathomable depth of the 
mercy of God for us; though we are 
so weak and are such wretched sinners 
who daily increase our debt, yet He 
loved us and chose us before the 
foundation of the world, and makes 
us perfect in His sight!

God loved Samson too, for he was a 
child of His. Despite all his weaknesses 
Samson still feared the Lord and 
trusted in Him. From eternity God 
had chosen Samson, weak vessel as he 
was, to be his child and servant, not 
because of anything that he did – this 
is the beautiful truth of unconditional 
election! – but because God in His 
sovereign good pleasure chose him, 
Samson.

Samson is mentioned in Hebrews 11 
with the heroes of faith. “Now faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” (Heb 
11:1) Samson was a man of faith. His 
faith spurred him to fight the enemies 
of God and to hope for the salvation 
in the Messiah. He knew that Jehovah 
would bring about the coming of 
the Messiah, therefore he fought the 
enemies of God, trusting that God 
would deliver His people from their 
bondage. Samson’s trust was placed 
not in himself or in any earthly form 
of strength, but in the strength given 
him by God. The hair of an ordinary 
person gives no such power as Samson 
possessed. Samson’s incredible strength 
was undoubtedly of God.

Samson gave God the glory for his 
victories. After killing one thousand 
Philistines with the jawbone of an ass, 
“…he was sore athirst, and called on 
the LORD, and said, Thou hast given 
this great deliverance into the hand of 
thy servant.” (Judges 15:18)

Samson honoured his Nazaritic office 
in his youth. He let no razor come upon 
his head and took no strong drink. 
Each of us is called to be a spiritual 
Nazarite. We are called to be separate 
from the world and from sin. We are 
God’s prophets, priests, and kings, 
and our whole lives must be governed 
solely and wholly by His Word and 
Spirit. In a world of darkness we are 
tempted to conform to the ways of 
the ungodly. Ungodliness enters the 
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church not just in obvious ways, but 
also in very subtle ones. We must not 
let the spiritual laxity and lethargy so 
prevalent in churches today blur our 
discernment of right and wrong. May 
we conform ourselves to the Word, 
not the world.

An important point to note is that 
Samson did not end his life by 
committing suicide. Samson was 
not trying to rid himself of the 
miserable state he was in, and neither 
was he just trying to kill as many 
Philistines as possible because he 
was angry with them. He knew that 
he had dishonoured his office, and 
dishonoured the Name of God. He 
knew that his office had come to an 
end, and so he willingly gave up his 
life to destroy the enemies of Jehovah. 
He did this for the glory of God. And 
so must we be willing to give up our 
lives in the service of Jehovah.

Samson, A Type of Christ

Samson was a type of Christ (only 
in his office as judge), raised of God 
to be Israel’s saviour. By delivering 
Israel from her enemies, he pointed to 
Christ, the Saviour, who destroyed the 
enemies of His church. God used the 
weaknesses and failures of Samson, 
who was but an earthly saviour, to 
point to the perfect Saviour who 
alone saves His people from their sin. 
Samson was an earthly judge; Christ 
is our heavenly, perfect Judge. Christ 
judges us in perfect righteousness, and 
blessed assurance! – He judges us to 

be righteous, and holy, and perfect in 
His sight! He has clothed us in the 
righteousness of His blood, shed for 
us at Calvary.

And Samson fought God’s enemies 
alone. He did not have an army 
like the other judges did. So also we 
must be willing to stand alone in this 
world today. “He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of 
me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me.” 
(Matt 10:37) 

Samson pointed to Jesus Christ, our 
only Saviour, in whom alone we find 
salvation, and grace for every moment. 
Salvation is found in none else, but 
in Jesus Christ. He alone takes away 
the sin of His people and the curse of 
God’s wrath. He alone calls us out of 
darkness into His marvellous light.

Striking also is the fact that Samson 
served to stir up enmity between the 
people of God and the enemies of 
God. This reminds us that we are but 
on a pilgrimage to Heaven, and we are 
strangers here. We may not seek peace 
with the world. If we do, as Israel did 
again and again in her history, we will 
get what we want, or at least, what we 
think we want – peace with the world 
– and enmity with God. Do you, do 
I, really desire that? To be separated 
from God? Do the things of this 
world, the friends of this world, mean 
so much to you? Would I compromise 
my spiritual walk just to enjoy the 
pleasures of this earth for a season?

A versification of Psalm 73 says:

To live apart from God is death,
‘Tis good His face to seek;
My refuge is the living God,
His praise I long to speak.

“Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
And there is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee. My flesh and my 
heart faileth: but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever. 
For, lo, they that are far from thee shall 
perish: thou hast destroyed all them 
that go a whoring from thee. But it is 
good for me to draw near to God: I 
have put my trust in the Lord GOD, 
that I may declare all thy works.” (Psa 
73:25-28)

The time of the Judges was one of the 
saddest in the church’s history – but 
also one of the most glorious. Despite 
the failures of the people and the 
weaknesses of human flesh, victory 
was sure for Israel. God was pleased 
to use Samson, sinner as he was, to 
fulfil His purpose. God is pleased, 
too, to use the Samsons of today to 
bring victory to His church. God is 
pleased to use weakest means to fulfil 
His will. Through our human failures 
He humbles us, and shows us of our 
desperate need of Him and our utter 
dependence upon Him. He shows 
us our complete unworthiness, and 
His infinite grace. And through our 
failures, He draws us closer to Him, 
who never changes and never fails.

God is pleased to use weakest means to fulfil His 
will. Through our human failures He humbles us, 
and shows us of our desperate need of Him and 

our utter dependence upon Him.

“

”
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The Inspiration of God’s Word 
(Belgic Confession 3b)

>> Psator angus Stewart

Belgic Confession 3: The Written 
Word of God.

We confess that this Word of God was not 
sent, nor delivered by the will of man, 
but that holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, as the 
apostle Peter saith. And that afterwards 
God, from a special care, which He has 
for us and our salvation, commanded 
His servants, the prophets and apostles, 
to commit His revealed word to writing; 
and He Himself wrote with His own 
finger the two tables of the law. Therefore 
we call such writings holy and divine 
Scriptures.

Revelation and Inspiration

What do the theological words 
“revelation” and “inspiration” mean? 
And how are they related? Revelation 
is that act of God whereby He 
manifests Himself and makes Himself 
known. Revelation is either general or 
special (Belgic Confession 2). General 
revelation is God’s manifestation 
of Himself, especially His wisdom, 
power and justice, through creation 
and providence (which revelation 
can never contradict Holy Scripture). 

Special revelation is either non-verbal 
or verbal. Non-verbal special revelation 
includes God’s making the sun and 
the moon stand still (Josh. 10), the 
healing miracles of the prophets and 
apostles, and Christ’s virgin birth and 
resurrection. Verbal special revelation 
is either spoken or written (Belgic 
Confession 3), and it interprets general 
revelation and non-verbal special 
revelation.

The classic biblical text on inspiration 
is II Timothy 3:16: “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” “Given by inspiration 
of God” is literally “God-breathed.” 
Note also that it is words, not people, 
that are inspired. Thus, inspiration is 
that act of God whereby He breathes 
forth the words of special revelation.

So what is the relationship between 
revelation and inspiration? Are they 
the same? No. Revelation includes 
all the ways in which God manifests 
Himself or makes Himself known, 
whereas inspiration is God’s breathing 
forth the words of special verbal 
revelation.

The Origin of the Word of God

Belgic Confession 3 deals with the 
spoken Word of God in its first 
sentence and the written Word of God 
in its final two sentences. The origin 
or source of the Word of God (spoken 
or written) is emphatically not man. 
Man and his will did not “send” or 
“deliver” it. God, especially God the 
Holy Spirit, is the origin or source of 

His own Word. Therefore, we call the 
spoken Word of God and the written 
Word of God, God’s Word, not man’s 
word, not even God’s and man’s Word. 

Belgic Confession 3 cites two Scriptures 
on God’s production of His Word 
(spoken or written). First, there is II 
Peter 1:21: “For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” That the 
prophets and apostles were “moved 
by the Holy Ghost” indicates the 
important truth that the Most High 
powerfully operated upon them, like 
a wind blowing upon a sail and so 
moving the ship. 

Second, Belgic Confession 3 quotes II 
Timothy 3:16, which I cited earlier. 
This verse adds to the preceding 
text the truth that God did not only 
powerfully work upon His prophets 
and apostles but also that He inspired 
(or breathed out) the words they used.

Three Characteristics of Inspiration

Turning now to a consideration 
especially of the written Word of 
God, the Scriptures, we note, first, 
that inspiration is plenary, that is, 
full or complete. Both testaments are 
inspired: the Old Testament as well 
as the New Testament. All 66 books 
of the Bible are inspired: I Chronicles 
and Philemon as well as Isaiah and 
Romans. All that the Bible teaches 
on all subjects is inspired: history, 
geography and science, as well as 
theology and ethics, for if we cannot 
believe God when He tells us of 
earthly things, how can we trust Him 
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when He speaks to us of heavenly 
things (John 3:12)? Again, we return 
to II Timothy 3:16: “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” It is a good job, too, 
for how could we ever tell which parts 
of the Bible are inspired and which 
bits are not?

It is true to say that though all 
Scripture is inspired, it is not all 
equally inspiring. Most believers find 
that they are more encouraged and 
edified by the Psalms or Acts than by 
Nahum or III John. In other words, 
although all Scripture is inspired and 
profitable (II Tim. 3:16-17), and all 
parts of Scripture are equally inspired, 
not all parts are equally profitable, 
though all parts are to be read, believed 
and obeyed. 

Second, inspiration is not only 
plenary; it is also verbal. Here we 
oppose the heretical idea that God 
merely inspired the writers’ ideas or 
thoughts. By verbal inspiration, we 
mean that the words of the Bible (in 
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek) were 
breathed forth by God. Notice the 
careful use of “word” or “words” in the 
following three texts:

But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God (Matt. 4:4).

That ye may be mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment 
of us the apostles of the Lord and 
Saviour (II Pet. 3:2).

But, beloved, remember ye the words 
which were spoken before of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ (Jude 
17).

Verbal inspiration is presupposed by 
the Lord Jesus in John 10:35, where 
His argument with His enemies hinges 

upon one word, namely, “gods”: “If he 
called them gods, unto whom the word 
of God came, and the scripture cannot 
be broken.” Similarly, Paul’s defence 
of God’s one everlasting covenant 
of grace in Christ depends upon the 
singular “seed” in Galatians 3:16: 
“Now to Abraham and his seed were 
the promises made. He saith not, And 
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And 
to thy seed, which is Christ.” Likewise, 
if you look up Matthew 22:43-45, you 
will see that our Saviour’s argument 
there rests on the word “Lord.” You 
see, God has ensured that His ideas 
and thoughts are conveyed accurately 
to us by inspiring the very words of 
the Bible.

Third, inspiration is not only plenary 
and verbal, but also organic. Here 
we oppose the notion of mechanical 
inspiration, as if the apostles and 
prophets were merely machines or 
typewriters. This view is a straw man 
created by higher critics and liberal 
theologians to misrepresent and 
discredit the orthodox doctrine and 
orthodox theologians, preachers and 
churches. I know of no orthodox 
theologian since the Reformation who 
has held this view.

By His decree and providence, God 
fashioned each penman of the Bible, 
including his experiences, marital 
situation, writing style, etc. For 
instance, Moses’ schooling in Egypt 
and 40 years of shepherding his father-
in-law’s flock fitted him not only 
for his calling as the leader of Israel 
but also for his work of writing the 
Pentateuch. Similarly, Paul, a Roman 
citizen and converted Rabbi, was 
prepared and especially suited to write 
his epistles to the churches and other 
Christian leaders. Thus, the inspired 
letters of Paul have a different flavour 
from the writings of John or Ezekiel. 

Homer Hoeksema summarizes “the 
truth of organic inspiration” in these 

four points: 

1) Just as God conceived sovereignly 
and for eternity of His people as an 
organism in Christ, so He conceived 
in His eternal counsel of the whole 
of Scripture as an organism, the 
written revelation of Himself, with 
Christ as the heart and center of that 
entire revelation. Moreover, as God 
conceived of Scripture eternally, so He 
Himself brought it, sovereignly, into 
being in time.

2) God from eternity, and sovereignly, 
conceived of and determined upon 
special organs of Christ’s body, organs 
of inspiration, and ordained all the 
details of their personality, character, 
talents, education, mode of thinking, 
style of writing, personal experiences, 
and historical experiences in such 
a way that they were from eternity 
prepared to be fit instruments of divine 
inspiration, each in his own place in 
the organism of Scripture, and to the 
end that Scripture might be brought 
into being as the perfect, flawless 
Word of God written. And again, as 
He ordained them in eternity, so He 
realized them in time.

3) Thus, the Holy Spirit, and that, 
too, as the Spirit of Christ, called 
these divinely ordained organs of 
inspiration into existence in time, 
forming them and preparing them, 
both naturally and spiritually, for their 
divinely ordained task.

4) Thus also the same Spirit inspired, 
moved, illumined, guided, and actually 
caused these human instruments, thus 
ordained and prepared and called, to 
speak and to write infallibly God’s 
own Word.  

Three More Points

Three parts of Belgic Confession 3 
remain to be explained. First, “God, 
from a special care, which He has for 
us and our salvation, commanded His 
servants, the prophets and apostles, to 
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Our Father’s Handywork:
 Microorganisms

>> Sheru Sanbhnani

Sheru Sanbhnani is a young 
adult and a regular worshipper 
in CERC.

What are microorganisms?

Microorganisms include viruses, 
bacteria, fungi and algae. The prefix 
‘micro’ suggests that these organisms 
are too small to be seen by the naked 
eye. While this is usually the case, 
there are exceptions, such as certain 

species of fungi like the mushrooms 
that we eat and mould that grows 
on bread. In addition, certain species 
of bacteria can form large visible 
aggregates known as biofilms that are 
responsible for several human diseases 
and damages to property. 

Microorganisms are notorious for 
their ability to cause a wide range of 
acute diseases and cancers in humans 
and animals as well as inflict significant 
damage to crops. Nevertheless, human 
life would be impossible without them. 
The normal microbial flora in our 
guts synthesize important vitamins, 
help in the breakdown of toxins, and 
aid defecation. In addition, bacteria 
in the gut help in the development 

of mucosal immunity early in life as 
well as protect us from developing 
allergic reactions to certain foodstuffs. 
Microorganisms in the environment 
also support the growth of plants 
and crops like legumes. In addition, 
microorganisms are important tools 
used in the biotechnology and medical 
industry for our benefit. For example, 
yeast (a fungus) is used to make bread 
and wine. Viruses have recently been 
used as vectors for gene delivery to treat 
cancers and certain inherited genetic 
defects, though with limited success. 
A heat-stable enzyme isolated from 
bacteria living in hot springs is used 
in a technique known as polymerase 
chain reaction, which allows multiple 

commit His revealed word to writing.” 
In other words, God’s having the 
Scriptures written down shows His 
love for His elect and will to save us. If 
one asks how this is the case, the answer 
is that the written record (rather than 
merely spoken words) serves better in 
the preservation and propagation of 
God’s Word and thus in the gathering 
and edification of His church. 
God committed His Word “unto 
writing,” as the Westminster Confession 
declares, “for the better preserving 
and propagating of the truth, and 
for the more sure establishment and 
comfort of the Church against the 
corruption of the flesh, and the malice 
of Satan and of the world” (I:1). God’s 
committing His Word to writing 
shows His wisdom and His fatherly 

care for us!

Second, what is the idea of this 
statement in Belgic Confession 3, 
alluding to the narrative in Exodus 
of God’s personally writing the ten 
commandments on two tables of 
stone, “He Himself wrote with His 
own finger the two tables of the law”? 
The answer is that the Bible is just 
as fully His Word as the Decalogue 
written by God’s own finger! What a 
book to have in one’s own hands!

Finally, what about the last sentence 
in Belgic Confession 3: “Therefore we 
call such writings holy and divine 
Scriptures”? They are “divine” 
Scriptures because they are wholly 
God’s Word. They are “holy” Scriptures 
because they are consecrated to Him 
and His glory, and so God consecrates 

us to Himself and His glory by 
His Spirit through the Bible (John 
17:17). This is how we must view the 
Scriptures and this is what we must 
pray for and expect through their use 
in reading, discussion and hearing the 
preaching!

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1.  Read the first paragraph of 
this article carefully in order to 
produce a diagram indicating the 
various divisions and subdivisions of 
“revelation.”

2. What is meant by Scripture’s 
inspiration being plenary, verbal and 
organic?

3. How do the truths of this article 
motivate you to read, hear, believe and 
obey the Word of God?
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copies of a DNA segment to be 
synthesized. This technique is very 
useful in genome sequencing as well as 
genetic screening for various diseases. 
Thus, we see that microorganisms 
are a necessary evil. Just like many 
other aspects of God’s creation, 
microorganisms were created by God 
for our benefit, but can also cause lots 
of suffering and death. The benefits 
and harm caused by microorganisms 
are experienced by both the elect and 
reprobate of God, to serve His eternal 
counsel and purpose in creation.

Microorganisms – evidence for the 
theory of evolution?

The existence of microorganisms 
suggests the existence of primitive life 
forms billions of years ago, and hence 
serves as one of the stronger evidences 
for evolution of life forms. According to 
the theory of evolution, more complex 
life forms such as plants, animals and 
humans, arose from simpler life forms 
like bacteria that became multicellular 
and developed more complex traits. 
In fact, the energy powerhouse in all 
cells of complex organisms, known as 
the mitochondrion, bears a striking 
resemblance to a bacterial cell in both 
structure and function. However, we 
know from the creation account in 
Genesis 1 that God created all life 
forms. Creatures may acquire genetic 
alterations due to natural selection 
which causes changes in traits, but this 
process does not create new species.

As mentioned above, microorganisms 
are vital in the ecosphere for the 
survival of plants and animals. Hence, 
although the account of creation does 
not explicitly mention the creation 
of microorganisms, it can be implied 
there based on our knowledge. But 
what about harmful microorganisms? 
Did God create them in the beginning 
as well? Some people have suggested 
that harmful pathogens arose after 
Adam and Eve fell into sin, because 

the punishment of their sin was death. 
The Bible does not reveal to us if 
pathogens were present at Creation, 
nor does it tell us that they arose at 
the fall of Adam and Eve. We now 
know that harmless bacteria and fungi 
can acquire harmful genes through 
mutation and selection or through 
genetic exchange with other species. 
It is therefore possible that God made 
these organisms innocuous at first, 
but with the potential to turn into 
harmful bugs. This fits in with God’s 
eternal counsel. During Creation, 
God created man perfect but He 
already decreed that man will fall into 
sin. However, more than just being the 
punishment of sin, pathogenic diseases 
are a picture of sin in the Bible, as we 
shall see in the next section.

Leprosy - a picture of sin

The most common infection recorded 
in the Bible is leprosy. Leprosy is a 
chronic disease caused by the bacteria 
Mycobacterium lepromatosis. This 
bacteria is an intracellular bacterium 
that resides in peripheral nerves 
and tweaks the immune system to a 
particular program that makes us more 
susceptible to other infections that 
require a different immune program 
to be fought against. 

In the Bible, leprosy is a picture of 
uncleanness, which in turn is a picture 
of sin. In Lev 14, God gives the law of 
the leper in the day of his cleansing. 
In this description, the priest offers a 
trespass offering and a wave offering. 
Lev 14:19-20 reads:

“And the priest shall offer the sin 
offering, and make an atonement for 
him that is to be cleansed from his 
uncleanness; and afterward he shall 
kill the burnt offering: And the priest 
shall offer the burnt offering and the 
meat offering upon the altar: and the 
priest shall make an atonement for 
him, and he shall be clean”.

The words highlighted in bold in the 

quotation above clearly draw parallels 
between leprosy (uncleanness) and 
sin, and cleansing from leprosy is 
paralleled with cleansing from sin. 
In the New Testament, this cleansing 
from leprosy (and hence sin) was 
performed by Jesus himself (Matthew 
8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16). 
Jesus replaces the offerings by the 
priests used in the Old Testament to 
make atonement for the sins of the 
people. Jesus himself cleanses our sins 
through His atonement for our sins 
attained by His bitter and shameful 
death on the cross. 

Why does the Bible use leprosy as a 
picture of sin? In the Old Testament, 
the word ‘leprosy’ is translated from 
the Hebrew word ‘tzaraath’, which 
can refer to any form of epidermal 
lesion and is not necessary limited to 
leprosy. Many diseases that result in 
skin lesions are caused by bacteria and 
fungi and are difficult to heal on their 
own. In many of these conditions, 
our immune system, in trying to fight 
the disease, either kills us by going 
overboard or is fooled by the pathogen 
to trigger an incorrect programme. 
This resembles our sinful nature. In 
our foolishness, we think we have the 
capacity to overcome sin, or we even 
embrace sin. This foolishness is like our 
immune system that does not mount 
the appropriate response against the 
pathogen, and ultimately results in 
our death (physically and spiritually). 
We are unable to overcome this death 
on our own. Not even our works can 
pay for our sins and help us escape 
from this death. Many people die of 
leprosy, and likewise the punishment 
for sin is a sure and guaranteed death. 
However, those who are chosen by 
God are ‘healed’ from sin, not by any 
of our own works, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ alone, who by His death on the 
cross paid for all our sins, so that all 
who believe in Jesus are ‘healed’ and 
given a new and eternal life.
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>> Paul Ong

CHrISTIaN HOSPITalITY ----
WELCOMING THE STRANGER AMONG US

“Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Matthew 25:40

Hospitality. noun. To receive one 
with Christian love, and generosity of 
guests, visitors and strangers.

Stranger. noun. A person who does not 
know, or is not known in, a particular 
place or community.

Synonyms: foreigner, alien, sojourner

In God’s Word, the original Greek 
word for “hospitality” is “philoxeno” 
and this word can be broken down 
into two parts: Philo and Xenos. Philo 
means to love, while xenos (from which 
we derive the word “xenophobia”) 
refers to foreigners and strangers. So, 
“hospitality” in the Bible means “the 
love of strangers”. The literal meaning 
of this word is a helpful guide when 
we look what the Bible says about 
hospitality.

When we think of hospitality, what 
first comes to our minds? Entertaining 
our family and friends? A laborious 
chore? A troublesome thing? The way 
we reduce hospitality shows that we 

have lost our biblical understanding 
of Christian hospitality. Knowing the 
difference between the Biblical and 
world view of hospitality is of utmost 
importance for it teaches us how we 
ought to treat the strangers and friends 
around us. Not every giving and being 
“sacrificial” can be called hospitality, 
in fact, some of the most selfish 
behaviour in the world exist under 
the guise of “hospitality”. People act 
as though “hospitality” was another 
word for “taking care of our own”, or 
an exercise of expecting something in 
return (if I do good to you, you are 
obligated to do good to me).

Even our Reformed father, John 
Calvin, lamented the deterioration 
of Christian hospitality in his day. I 
quote,

“[Hospitality] has nearly ceased to 
be properly observed among men; for 
the ancient hospitality celebrated in 
histories is unknown to us, and inns now 
supply the place of accommodation for 
strangers” – Commentaries on Epistle 
to Hebrews, 340. 

Though the act of hospitality is 
something that is culturally and 
morally understood to have no 
expectation of receiving after giving, 
as God’s covenant people, we ought 
to understand the Biblical concept 
of hospitality. The Bible regards 
hospitality very highly, and God’s 
people are commanded to exercise 
hospitality.

Christian hospitality as the Word 

Paul Ong is a confessing young 
adult in CERC.

of God defines it for us is to love 
and welcome strangers in our midst. 
The importance of hospitality is 
highlighted in Apostle Paul’s letter to 
Titus, declaring that being hospitable 
is one of the marks of a mature 
Christian as well as being one that an 
office bearer should bear (Titus 1:7-
9). Likewise, Peter exhorts Christians 
to exercise and practice hospitality 
(1 Peter 4). And, Paul writes in his 
epistle to the Roman Christians saying 
that hospitality is one of the gifts of 
stewardship that God has bestowed 
upon His people (Romans 12:6-13). 
Even as we ponder over the issue of 
hospitality today, let us treat this as 
an urgent reminder to God’s people 
that we ought to make good use of the 
talents God has given to us. For God in 
His mercy draws strangers to Himself 
and has established the everlasting 
covenant of friendship with strangers 
like you and me through Christ- 
the great Mediator who died on the 
accursed cross for the sins of strangers. 
Hospitality as presented to us in the 
Bible is not merely a practice. Instead, 
it is a way of life; a whole life view of 
the coming of God’s Kingdom that 
offers us a uniquely Christian ethic.

The golden questions that surround 
the entire topic of hospitality are often 
these: Is there a need for hospitality in 
Christ’s church? Why must I exercise 
hospitality?

Remember the times how the 
Israelites were treated in Egypt, 
under the cruelty of Pharaoh and his 
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Hosts? God especially remembered 
how Israel was treated in Egypt and 
reminded His people to see themselves 
as strangers and not forget how it felt 
to be a stranger (Exo 23:9). Thus, the 
Israelites grew particularly sensitive to 
the needs of aliens and strangers who 
later resided alongside them.

It is also interesting to note that during 
the time of the New Testament, there 
were very few hotels and motels. The 
only “hotels” that were abundant 
at that time were brothels. The first 
few practices of the New Testament 
Christian church were the practice 
of hospitality so that people who 
were travelling at that time will have 
a safe place of abode to rest in. Such 
hospitable acts to the needy soon began 
to distinguish the Christians from the 
non-Christians. This unconditional 
care and love shown to strangers also 
authenticates the Christian Gospel 
that is preached.

The Bible speaks of hospitality in 
many different places, both in the 
Old and New Testaments. The Word 
of God tells us that godly hospitality 
must be extended to strangers, and 
not only to those who are Christians 
(Leviticus 19:34). Godly hospitality 
must be extended to the poor and 
needy around us (Romans 12:13). 
Godly hospitality must be shown, 
not because the company of strangers 
makes us feel good, nor because 
you can gain something from the 
stranger (Luke 14:12-14), but 
because man, created after God’s 
own image, is not to be left alone 
(Genesis 2:18). Godly hospitality 
must be of graceful disposition for the 
Apostle Peter instructs us in 1 Peter 
4:9, “Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging”. Most importantly, 
hospitality must be shown in love 
(Col 3:23-24). Love is a noble rule 
in Christianity; as God’s people, we 
ought to love our God with all our 

hearts, souls, minds and strength, and 
the principle of showing hospitality 
and loving our neighbour flows from 
the fact that God loves His people 
unconditionally. Thus, we ought to 
love others just as Christ first loved us 
(1 John 4:19).

Though to show godly hospitality is 
a great and high calling, it is not a 
specialised spiritual gift that only a few 
possess. We must resist the temptation 
to point to passages such as 1 Timothy 
3:2 and Titus 1:5-9 and think that 
exercising hospitality is a unique 
responsibility of the office bearers. 
On the contrary, we should see the 
importance of being hospitable! It 
is so important that it is one of the 
qualifying gifts that God requires an 
elder to possess. 

God’s Word draws no distinction 
between believers when it comes to 
hospitality. In Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans, he gave a blanket command 
to the Romans to exercise hospitality 
(Romans 12:13b). Like the temple 
priests in the Old Testament, we are 
ambassadors of Christ in the New 
Testament and have been entrusted 
with the high calling of a host in order 
to welcome spiritual pilgrims.

It is true that some expressions of 
hospitality may not be as “good” (I 
say so based on earthly terms) and 
as grand as others due to constraints 
(be it financial or physical), and there 
are even times when we may feel 
discouraged because we think that we 
are not doing a good job. However, we 
should not feel bad! When Jesus was 
invited to Martha’s house, He lovingly 
told her that hospitality is not just 
about making extravagant preparation, 
but it is most exemplified by proper 
respect and attention to one’s guest 
(Luke 10:38-42). In addition, the 
Word of God tells us that every time 
we exercise hospitality, we are serving 
Christ Himself! (Matthew 25:40) 

Christ points out to us that service 
and hospitality shown to strangers is 
equated to service to Christ Himself 
and the reward for being hospitable is 
the kingdom’s inheritance!

Not only does the individual believer 
have the calling of being hospitable, 
the church as a whole has this calling 
too. However, hospitability in the 
church does not simply refer to having 
picnics, coffee, or lunch together. It 
is not just about saying “welcome” 
to church visitors and making them 
feel comfortable. I understand that 
all these are strongly encouraged and 
are marks of a hospitable church, 
but hospitability in the church 
means much more than these acts. 
A hospitable church is not a physical 
home and shelter for the needy, but 
primarily, it is a shelter for those who 
are in spiritual distress, and there is no 
better spiritual shelter in this world 
than the house of God!

The church is the holy house of God; 
He is our host and we are His guests. 
God dwells with His people as the 
host of His home and invite us to 
commune with Him as righteous 
guests through His irresistible grace 
that we do not deserve at all. To 
extend godly hospitality to others, 
we first have to uniquely participate 
in God’s hospitality to us, and that is 
to enjoy dwelling in the house of the 
Lord (Psalm 84:10) and to experience 
the sweetness of His fellowship in the 
covenant. After tasting and knowing 
the goodness of the Lord, we as a 
church of Christ will be greatly enabled 
to embrace aliens and strangers who 
come into our midst; for God first 
invited us into His house. 

The Great Example

It is especially comforting to know 
that regardless of the situation, we can 
always look to our Lord Jesus Christ as 
an example.
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W H A T  I S  R E F O R M E D  ?
>> Prof Hanko

Reformed In Doctrine

In the last article in Salt Shakers, 
I explained that Reformed had 
historical connotations. Broadly 
speaking, the Reformed tradition 
of the Calvin Reformation 
developed on the continent of 
Europe, in distinction from the 
Presbyterian development of the 
Calvin Reformation, which took 
place chiefly in the British Isles, 
and more particularly, in Scotland. 
I say, more particularly in Scotland, 
because, although the Westminster 
Confessions (WC) were drawn up 
in England, the English church 
of the Reformation never became 
Reformed. After the rule of Oliver 
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Cromwell, England returned to its 
Anglican tradition. Scotland, on the 
other hand, adopted the WC and 
it became the official creed of the 
Scottish Presbyterian Church.

I also said that the two main 
traditions that developed from the 
Calvin Reformation were defined 
by their confessions. These two 
confessions differ in the occasion 
for their formulation and their 
emphasis. The WC was drawn up by 
the Westminster Assembly, a body 
called by the English Parliament for 
the purpose of formulating a creed 
for a national church, which would 
be Presbyterian rather than Anglican.

The name “Presbyterian” comes 

Our Lord Jesus Christ entered this 
world as a stranger, and he explicitly 
identified himself as a stranger of 
this world to His disciples (Matthew 
25:43). Even though all things were 
made by Christ and for Him (Col 
1:16), the world knew Him not 
(John 1:10). Every spiritual aspect of 
this world was strange and dark to 
Jesus for the world fell into sin when 
Adam our first head fell into sin (Gen 
3:17-19). Jesus was not of the world 
for He is the true light and can have 
no fellowship with darkness (2 Cor 
6:14). The world was inhospitable 
to Jesus; so inhospitable that even 
his own hometown rejected him 
(Matthew 13:53-58), and the world 
decided to persecute and crucify 
Jesus.

Jesus knew what it was like to be a 
stranger in a foreign land and what it 
was like to be different. He made an 
intriguing claim in Matthew 25:40: 
Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. This means that hospitality 
shown to the weak and desperate 
stranger is a defining mark of an 
elect; one who is hospitable is part 
of God’s kingdom, and is loyal to its 
King – the Divine Stranger.

My friends, don’t you think that this 
is such an amazing truth? That we 
are able to serve God even when we 
are serving a person whom we have 
never met before? 

As we reflect on our attitude 

towards hospitality, we note that 
our response to aliens and strangers 
reflects our love towards them, and 
this is a sign of faithfulness towards 
God. It is every Christian’s calling 
to be hospitable, not because we 
desire their company, but because 
we seek their good, their welfare, 
and ultimately, their salvation. Let us 
make full use of the talents God has 
blessed us with, so that we can be a 
small light in the midst of this dark 
world by being hospitable to the 
neighbours who cross our paths. Let 
us not seek to serve man, but to serve 
our great and glorious God who has 
shown us the perfect example of 
godly hospitality.

May God find us faithful in our 
labours.
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from the Greek word presbuteros. 
That word means “elder” and refers 
to the office of elder instituted in 
the apostolic church by the apostles. 
It is a name that indicates that the 
Presbyterian church government has, 
at its heart, rule by the office of elder. 
Christ, so Presbyterians teach, rules 
over His church. This is the bedrock 
of Biblical church government. 
And Christ rules over His church 
through the office of elder. Hence, 
Presbyterianism. The principle is 
sound and altogether Biblical. It is 
also the basic doctrine of Reformed 
church polity. This principle of rule 
by elders brings Reformed church 
polity and Presbyterianism close to 
each other.

The same is true with respect to 
the doctrine taught in the WC. 
It is a solidly Biblical confession. 
The confession shows clearly and 
unmistakably that Presbyterianism 
is a development of the Calvin 
Reformation. The Three Forms 
of Unity, which form the creedal 
basis of Reformed Churches have 
a different origin. The Heidelberg 
Catechism was written by two 
men, Zacharius Ursinus and Caspar 
Olevianus, in the city of Heidelberg, 
Germany, at the request of Frederick 
the Pious who ruled in the Palatinate. 
Its purpose was to serve as a manual 
of instruction for children and new 
converts in the truth of Scripture. 
The Belgic Confession was written, 
chiefly, by Guido de Bres in that part 
of the Lowlands that is now called 
Belgium. It was written, as is clear 
from its introduction, during a time 
of terrible persecution of Calvinists 
by Philip II of Spain. The persecution 
was intended to drive all Protestants 
out of the land either by exile or 
death and to re-establish Roman 
Catholicism in the Lowlands. It was 
written to prove to Philip II that the 
faith of the Protestants was Biblical 

and that the Protestants were not 
Anabaptists.

The Canons of Dordt were written by 
the great Synod of Dordt in answer 
to the Arminian heresy, which was 
destroying the church. The Arminians 
had five points of doctrine to which 
they held: conditional election, 
universal atonement, free will of 
man, resistible grace, and the falling 
away of saints. In answer to these five 
heresies, the Canons established the 
Biblical teaching of: unconditional 
election, the particular redemption 
of Christ’s death, the total depravity 
of man, the irresistible character of 
God’s grace and the preservation of 
the saints – they formed into the 
well-known acronym TULIP.

As I pointed out last time, there are 
some minor differences on certain 
teachings and emphases between the 
WC and the Three Forms of Unity. 
But, there are two major differences 
that keep Presbyterianism and 
Reformed separate from each other. 
Those differences are over the 
question of the Biblical teaching on 
marriage and the Biblical teaching 
on the doctrine of the covenant. 
I will not repeat what I said in my 
last article. While Presbyterianism 
teaches the legitimacy of divorce and 
remarriage and teaches the covenant 
of works, many, or perhaps, most, 
Reformed Churches have also 
adopted these positions. But, while 
Presbyterianism has given these two 
doctrines confessional status, the 
Reformed confessions have not done 
this.

The Reformed Nature of these 
Doctrines

The doctrine of the covenant is 
such an important doctrine that 
the term “Reformed” has become 
synonymous with covenant theology. 
To be Reformed is therefore, to hold 

to the truth of God’s covenant and 
to give that truth a central place in 
the confession of the church. Both 
CERC and CPRC recognize this fact, 
for both of them, in Singapore and 
in Northern Ireland, have included 
the word “covenant” in their official 
name.

I would like to take a little time to 
demonstrate how central the doctrine 
of the covenant is to Reformed 
thought. When I was attending 
Seminary, and we were being taught 
Reformed theology and how to 
preach it, Rev. Hoeksema made the 
remark in class that the doctrine of 
the covenant was so central to all the 
truth that it would be possible to 
preach a whole series of sermons on 
the Heidelberg Catechism with the 
doctrine of the covenant as its central 
theme. I must admit that I thought 
the statement was something of an 
exaggeration. But when I entered 
the pastoral ministry in Hope 
Protestant Reformed Church, and 
after having learned from experience 
what it meant to preach from the 
Heidelberg Catechism, the words of 
my professor came back to me, and I 
thought I would try it. I do not know 
how successful I was and it took 
some intense study of Scripture, but 
I came to the conclusion at the end of 
it all, that it is true that the covenant 
of grace can be a theme that ties 
all the other doctrines of Scripture 
together and gives them all unity 
and coherence. Reformed theology 
is indeed covenant theology!

I recall that in this series I had 
opportunity to look at the doctrine 
of the covenant from the viewpoint 
of Presbyterian theology as outlined 
in the WC. I found that it was 
difficult, if not impossible, to make 
a Presbyterian view of the covenant 
such an all-encompassing doctrine 
that it could serve as a principle of 
unity for all the truth.
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Let me give a few examples.

The very first Lord’s Day of the HC 
speaks of our only comfort in all life 
and in death to be that we belong 
to Jesus. We are his possession. 
That is a covenant idea, for being 
his possession we live in intimate 
fellowship with him. The covenant 
is fellowship with God. Lord’s Day 
4 talks about man’s creation and 
fall. The essence of God’s relation 
with Adam was fellowship with 
Adam, who was created in God’s 
own likeness. The relation was not 
one of Adam being placed under 
conditions; of Adam threatened by 
God if he disobeyed, of Adam able to 
merit with God – even merit eternal 
life in heaven. The relation was one 
of walking and talking with God in 
the cool of the day.

The fall of Adam was the fall of the 
covenant head of the human race, 
for covenant theology is always 
federal theology. But as Paul teaches 
in Romans 5:12-14, Adam was only 
a figure of him who was to come: 
Christ, the Head of the covenant 
that God establishes with His people. 
Faith in Lord’s Day 7 is the bond 
that unites us to Christ and enables 
us to know Christ and God through 
Christ with a knowledge of personal 
love.

Lord’s Day 8, a difficult Lord’s Day 
to preach on, for it is the doctrine of 
the trinity, becomes rich in meaning 
when the light of the truth of the 
covenant shines on it. God is one in 
essence and three in person: those 
very truths make God a covenant 
God who lives in fellowship with 
himself and whose covenant life 
is a prototype of the covenant of 
grace. Indeed, the covenant of grace 
is God’s revelation of himself as a 
covenant God. And so we could go 
on.

The Covenant – A True 
Development of Calvinism

Although Calvin himself had much 
to say about God’s covenant of grace, 
Calvinism is known especially for the 
so-called Five Points of Calvinism, 
usually remembered by the acronym 
TULIP. It was in later years, as 
Calvinism developed, especially on 
the continent, that God’s covenant 
was seen as a direct development of 
the five points of Calvinism. I do 
not mean to say that there were not 
those who believed that the doctrine 
of the covenant had no relation 
to Calvinism whatsoever. There 
were those in Reformed churches 
who taught that the covenant had 
nothing to do with election – even 
though election was the first of the 
five points of Calvinism.

They taught that the covenant was 
conditional, even though the first 
point of Calvinism was unconditional 
election. They taught that man was 
really not totally depraved, because 
he could, when he reached maturity 
choose to keep the conditions of the 
covenant or choose to reject them – 
in which, obviously, his will, free to 
choose, was the deciding factor. This 
was true even though the first point 
in the acrostic was “T” for total 
depravity.

There were those who taught that in 
some sense of the word Christ died 
for all who were born of covenant 
parents, for all the children of 
believers are given a grace in the 
covenant earned for them, in some 
sense by Christ’s death. (How else 
could they possess such a blessing 
as being born in the covenant and 
receiving covenantal grace if Christ 
did not earn it for them?) This was 
different from the third point in the 
acrostic: “L” for limited atonement.

Some in continental theology taught 
that one could reject the grace of 

being in the covenant. They taught 
this because the “I” (for irresistible 
grace) was not to be applied to the 
covenant.

While some who did not want 
Calvinism to be applied to the 
covenant did not openly teach the 
falling away of saints, they did teach 
that covenant breakers were common 
in the covenant. A covenant breaker 
is surely one who is born and raised 
in the covenant, belongs to the 
covenant, but rejects the privileges 
that are his/hers in the covenant. So 
they taught that at least the fifth point 
of Calvinism was not very important 
as far as the covenant is concerned.

But the Biblical doctrine of the 
covenant is a genuine development 
of the five points of Calvinism. The 
five points of Calvinism have to do 
with salvation and all the points 
teach how God’s saves. The doctrine 
of the covenant is an answer to 
the question: What is salvation? 
Although various answers can be 
given to that questions, most, if not 
all these answers are the names for 
particular blessings of salvation: 
forgiveness of sins, justification, 
regeneration, glorification…. But if 
we would ask: What is salvation itself 
with all its blessings? The answer is: 
It is covenant fellowship with the 
triune God in Jesus Christ as the 
Head of the covenant. The eternally 
transcendent God is our Friend! And 
we are his friend-servants: friends of 
God to serve Him so that He may 
receive all praise and glory.

It is this salvation that the Five Points 
of Calvinism teaches us.

Unconditional election is so closely 
related to God’s covenant that 
there is no election apart from 
the covenant – and – there is no 
covenant apart from election. God 
eternally determines who are His 
people whom He chooses in Christ 
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as the whole body of elect.

That decree of election is 
unconditional; that is, God does not 
choose those who are worthy of being 
chosen and have done something to 
please God and call God’s attention 
to how good they are. Sovereignly 
and freely, God chooses those whom 
He wants to be His people. Those 
who are chosen to be His people in 
Christ are taken without conditions 
into God’s fellowship as his friend-
servants. Election and covenant are 
part of the same glorious truth and 
fit together perfectly.

If the covenant is unconditional, 
we do nothing at all to earn such 
a salvation. We cannot. God saves 
totally depraved sinners. God 
makes covenant friends out of His 
enemies. God makes His bride 
out of people guilty of spiritual 
adultery. God makes saints out of 
sinners, confessing believers out of 
blasphemers and humble pray-ers 
out of those who shook their fists in 
His face. The whole of salvation is 
God’s work. We do nothing to earn 
it. All glory belongs to God (Eph. 
2:8-10).

Christ died only for those elect 
people who become in time God’s 
covenant friend-servants. He died to 
earn for them what they could not 
earn themselves. He died for them, 
says the Canons, and for them only 
(Canons 2.8). It is the doctrine of 
Calvin’s Limited Atonement applied 
to the covenant. By Christ’s sacrifice 
for His people, He becomes the 
Head of the covenant.

The elect for whom Christ died are 
brought into the covenant by the 
irresistible power of God’s grace. 
That great truth follows from 
election, total depravity and limited 
atonement. That truth is the truth 
of the fourth point of Calvinism 
applied to the covenant.

Once a person is saved, he is saved 
into all eternity, forever and ever, an 
elect, redeemed, transformed saint 
to live with Christ. Calvin said that 
no saint can lose his salvation, for 
God keeps him and preserves him 
through all the dangers, temptation, 
afflictions and weaknesses of his life. 
Calvin says that this doctrine is the 
perseverance of the saints. Applied 
to the covenant it means that when 
one is taken into God’s covenant 
fellowship, nothing (not Satan, not 
his devils, not a man’s own sins) can 
make him a “covenant breaker.” He 
will go to heaven when he dies and 
he will enjoy heaven forever, world 
without end. To be Reformed is to 
be a Calvinist as a Calvinist applies 
the five points of Calvinism to the 
doctrine of the covenant. Covenant 
theology is Reformed theology.

I must make one more point. An 
important truth of God’s covenant is 
this: God saves His elect in the line of 
generations. That is, He brings, not 
individuals into the covenant from 
all nations, but He brings into the 
covenant generations of believers 
and their seed. And within the 
existing fellowship of believers, God 
saves the children of believers.

Calvin taught this already. Our 
Reformed creeds teach the same 
truth.The Canons tell believers that 
they must not despair when God 
takes a baby from them, because 
God’s promise is that He will save us 
and our children (Canons 1.17).

The Heidelberg Catechism teaches 
us that children must be baptized 
because they as well as adults are 
included in the covenant and church 
of God (Q&A 74). The Baptism 
Form, one of our earliest liturgical 
forms, and our most beautiful 
form, mentions the truth that our 
children are saved in different places. 
In the second part of the didactic 

(teaching) part, the Form says, “And 
although our young children do not 
understand these things, we may 
not therefore exclude them from 
baptism, for as they are without 
their knowledge partakers of the 
condemnation in Adam, so are 
they again received unto grace in 
Christ… (Emphasis mine.)

The question asked believers when 
they bring their babies to be baptized 
is this: “Whether you acknowledge 
that although our children are 
conceived and born into sin, and 
therefore are subject to all miseries, 
yea to condemnation itself, yet that 
they are sanctified in Christ, and 
therefore, as members of his church, 
ought to be baptized.” (Emphasis 
mine.) In the prayer of thanksgiving, 
the church prays, “Almighty God and 
merciful Father, we thank and praise 
Thee that Thou hast forgiven us and 
our children (emphasis mine) all our 
sins through the blood of Thy beloved 
Son Jesus Christ.” This is the form 
used in Reformed Churches and it 
expresses beautifully the Reformed 
doctrine of the covenant.

Almighty God and 
merciful Father, we 

thank and praise 
Thee that Thou hast 
forgiven us and our 
children (emphasis 
mine) all our sins 
through the blood 
of Thy beloved Son 

Jesus Christ.

“

”
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The Destructiveness of Gossip
>> Marcus Wee
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I. What Gossip Is

Definition of Gossip

To quote an online dictionary 
definition, gossip is ‘casual or 
unconstrained conversation or 
reports about other people, typically 
involving details which are not 
confirmed as true’. Another online 
dictionary words its definition more 
strongly – ‘a conversation involving 
malicious chatter or rumours about 
other people’. Other definitions do 
not differ much from these two.

Content of Gossip

First, a piece of gossip could be a lie 
about a person, and this amounts to 
slander. This involves the gossip being 
a total fabrication with malicious 
intent towards the subject of the 
gossip. It could also be the twisting 
of a known truth, exaggerating it 
in such a way that makes it more 
interesting, at the expense of the 
person being gossiped about. This 
type of gossip involves lies of various 
degrees.

Second, a piece of gossip could also 
be an incident that one actually 
is an eyewitness of, and without 
confirming the facts with the persons 
involved, one proceeds to tell another. 
This leads to speculation and makes 
the gossip more juicy, especially if 
the action can be misunderstood. 
For example, a scene that involves an 
Elder of the church, a married man, 
helping an unfamiliar drunk lady out 
of a bar into his car, and they drive 
off, at 2am in the morning. This may 
have been witnessed personally by 
Church Member A who was driving 
home from shift work. An Elder 
of the church doing such a deed? 
Without exaggerating the story one 
bit, Church Member A proceeds 
to tell Church Member B what he 
had seen. Church Member B tells 
his wife about the incident, and his 
wife tells another person. And so a 
true but incomplete account of this 
story spreads, which raises much 
speculation over the deeds of this 
man. Had he been out at the bar the 
whole night, and where did he go 
afterwards with that strange lady? If 
Church Member A had approached 
the Elder directly about this 
incident, he would have been told 
that the Elder’s sister had requested 
his help to bring home her daughter, 
who had had a major argument with 
the family just the night before, and 
was at a bar drinking. Out of love 
for his neighbour, the Elder duly 
obliged, even at such a late hour, 
and happened to be seen by Church 

Member A. This type of gossip 
involves telling the incomplete truth.

Third and last, going back to our 
first definition, if gossip ‘typically 
involve(s) details which are not 
confirmed as true’, then there is 
atypical gossip, which involves 
conversation of the confirmed truth. 
Now this is slightly different from 
the second type of gossip mentioned 
earlier. Let us go back to the same 
example of the Elder helping the 
drunk lady out of the bar into his car 
at 2am. Suppose Church Member A 
approaches the Elder directly about 
the deed, and the Elder confesses to 
indulging in the lusts and pleasures 
of the world by fornicating with a 
strange lady, then Church Member 
A has determined the whole truth 
from the Elder. There is now no 
speculation regarding the deed. He 
then proceeds to tell others, and 
again, does not exaggerate the story. 
He tells plainly of the sin of the 
Elder to the horror of his listeners. 
This type of gossip involves telling 
the complete truth.

Thus, the content of gossip can range 
from telling the absolute lie to even 
telling the absolute truth, at times.

II. Why Gossip Is Wrong

Slandering to various degrees

Gossip that involves any 
degree of lying is obviously 
wrong. It transgresses the ninth 
commandment, which clearly states:

Exodus 20:16 Thou shalt not bear false 
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Prov 17:9 
He that 

covereth a 
transgression 
seeketh love; 
but he that 
repeateth 
a matter 

separateth 
very friends. 

witness against thy neighbour. 

When we slander, we are bearing a 
false witness against our neighbour, 
and lying. We also see God’s warning 
towards the sin of lying:

Prov19:5 A false witness shall not be 
unpunished, and he that speaketh lies 
shall not escape. 

Thus any form of slander that we 
may be tempted to speak against our 
neighbour goes against the direct 
commandment of God, and there 
shall be punishment for those who 
continue to slander despite knowing 
its sinfulness.

Speaking the Truth

Ah ha! I surely can speak the plain 
truth about my neighbour without 
sinning, can’t I? If my neighbour has 
really done such a deed, have not I 
the liberty to tell whom I want to?

We ought to speak the truth about 
our neighbour, but only in love (Eph 
4:15). Is our attitude really one of 
love when we openly proclaim a 
neighbour’s shameful act, especially if 
it is a sin? If our neighbour continues 
in the sin, we must first approach 
him, failing which, we may tell one 
or two more brethren, bringing them 
along to rebuke him, and finally, 
if he is still unrepentant, alert the 
Session about such a neighbour’s sin 
(Matthew 18:15-17). It is our duty 
as a brother or sister to do so. All this 
should be done in the act of love, 
and cannot be considered gossip.

Yet, if the brother has already 
repented, or others are working with 
him towards repentance, we have no 
business spreading this little tidbit of 
information, however true it may be.

Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the 
use of edifying, that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers. 

Is it edifying to tell another of the sin 
of a brother, apart from practising 
what is taught in Matthew 18? Does 
it build up either the brother who 
has sinned, or the brother listening 
to your gossip? More likely than not 
it will build up the sinning brother’s 
despair and the listening brother’s 
pride.

Instead, this is how we should show 
love:

Prov 17:9 He that covereth a 
transgression seeketh love; but he that 
repeateth a matter separateth very 
friends. 

Once again, it does not mean we 
hide a brother’s sin when we have 
a duty to approach the brother, as 
stated in Matthew 18, but it does 
mean that we show love by refusing 
to talk about this sin to parties that 
are not involved in the resolving of 
it. This is how we show true love to 
our brother. 

In reality, by gossiping about a sin 
of a brother, we also break the ninth 
commanment. The Heidelberg 
Catechism beautifully spells out the 
requirements of it in Lord’s Day 43:

Question 112. What is required in 
the ninth commandment?

Answer: That I bear false witness 
against no man, nor falsify any man’s 
words; that I be no backbiter, nor 
slanderer; that I do not judge, nor 
join in condemning any man rashly, 
or unheard; but that I avoid all sorts 
of lies and deceit, as the proper works 
of the devil, unless I would bring 
down upon me the heavy wrath of 
God; likewise, that in judgment and 
all other dealings I love the truth, 
speak it uprightly and confess it; also 
that I defend and promote, as much 
as I am able, the honor and good 
character of my neighbour.

We are not just called to refrain from 

doing things against our neighbour, 
but strikingly, we are also to speak 
the truth “uprightly”, and “defend 
and promote, as much as I am able, 
the honour and good character of 
my neighbour”. This is the spirit of 
the law! We seek to obey the spirit 
of the law, and not the dead letter, 
being delivered from it (Rom 7:6). 
Therefore let us guard our tongues, 
not just that we speak the truth, 
but also that we speak the truth at 
the appropriate moment, to the 
edification of those that hear (Eph 
4:29).

III. Why Gossip Is Destructive

Now that we are clear why gossiping 
of all kinds are wrong, let us proceed 
to see the destructiveness of gossip.

Destructive to the Individual

Gossip in general has a huge impact 
on a person who is either the subject 

“

”
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of the gossip, or someone related to 
the subject of the gossip. 

First, if the person involved does 
not even hear of the gossip, and it is 
told behind his back, this affects the 
reputation of the person. It need not 
be as big an incident as the example 
of the Elder, and could be only a 
small one. For example, Mrs. X got 
into a fight with the shopkeeper 
because he did not have change of 5 
cents to return her. “What a miser!” 
“How shameful!” Spreading such a 
news will cause comments like these 
to circulate. When people have heard 
this gossip, they will look at Mrs. 
X in a new light: as a stingy, even 
covetous, woman. This will now be 
her reputation, which will take a long 
time to change. Solomon wrotes in 
Proverbs 22:1 that “A good name is 
rather to be chosen than great riches”. 
The wisest man that lived knew how 
valuable it is. A good name may earn 
one riches, but riches cannot buy a 
good name. Once a good name is 
lost, it is hard to regain. Thus, gossip 
can give the person a bad name, or 
remove his credibility altogether. 

Second, gossip can cause emotional 
harm, should the person get to know 
of the news personally. 

Prov 26:22 The words of a talebearer 
are as wounds, and they go down into 
the innermost parts of the belly. 

The person who hears of such 
gossip will be hurt, especially if 
those circulating the gossip are dear 
friends. These wounds go deep down, 
and one might not have the time and 
energy, nor be in the right emotional 
frame, to repeat the true version of 
the story to those who have heard 
the gossip. In such a case, not only 
is one’s reputation tarnished, there 
will be a huge emotional strain on 
the person.

Destructive to Unity

Gossip severs the unity of friendships.

Pro 16:28 A froward man soweth 
strife: and a whisperer separateth chief 
friends. 

It is all too easy for a friendship 
to end permanently, all by ‘mere’ 
whispered words! Gossip fragments 
the unity of institutions. Worldly 
institutions such as public schools 
and workplaces can never be properly 
and fully united, as long as gossip 
circulates.

Pro 26:20 Where no wood is, there 
the fire goeth out: so where there is no 
talebearer, the strife ceaseth. 

Only when there is no talebearer, 
or gossiper, does the strife cease. In 
other words, there will always be 
strife when there are gossips around! 
Just as wood is necessary fuel for a 
fire, so is gossip a key ingredient for 
strife.

The church too, is an institution. 
It is an institution vastly different 
from those of the world as it is 
instituted by God. While worldly 
institutions may be ‘united’ by the 
common, ultimate goal of personal 
success, the church is united by the 
pure Word of God and the goal of 
serving God while on this earth, for 
His glory. True, there is the ‘benefit’ 
of salvation, but it is not something 
that can be earned and that members 
fight over, as colleagues do for a 
promotion. The members of the 
church are members solely by God’s 
grace and seek to labour for the rest 
of their lives in thankfulness to God, 
unlike the selfish ‘me-first’ attitude 
that many in the world today employ. 
The members in the church also 
behave like a body to complement 
each other in service to God. The 
body cares for its many members, 
and when one member suffers, the 
rest feel its suffering (I Cor 12:12-

27), and will try to alleviate it. This 
comprises the institution which is 
the church, though it is one that is 
far from perfect as it struggles on this 
earth.

Gossip within this institution 
fragments it. Gossip alienates one 
body part from another, and hampers 
the function of the whole body in its 
goal to serve God.

Gossip Destroys Life

To know God is life (John 17:3). It 
is life eternal, one far more precious 
than the corrupt life that we have 
now. Indulging in gossip shows that 
one does not possess this life.

II Tim 2:16 But shun profane and 
vain babblings: for they will increase 
unto more ungodliness. 

The more one indulges in gossip, the 
more ungodly, or the more opposite 
of what God is, does one become. We 
cannot cling on to gossip and claim 
to be Christians. Those who gossip 
only show that they have not the life 
of Christ in them, and it manifests 
the more they embrace such profane 
and vain babblings.

IV. Practical Advice Towards 
Gossip

Let us end off with how we should 
handle gossip, practically.

Firstly, take it on ourselves never to 
gossip. 

Proverbs 21:23 Whoso keepeth his 
mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul 
from troubles. 

Let us choose our words carefully, 
and not say things that might harm 
our neighbour, not even to fill 
‘awkward silences’. 

Not gossiping also means not 
needing to know things that are not 
our business to know. If we are not 
part of the problem or solution, let 
us keep both our tongue and ears to 
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My Confession 
of Faith

>> Bernadette Mary Umali

“And what is your answer, Bernadette?” 
asked Pastor. “Yes”, I replied without 
hesitation. 

That “yes” was one of the most 
important decisions I have made 
in my life. A simple “yes”, yet so 
profound that it has made such a big 
difference in who I am now. A simple 
“yes” that has led me to forsake many 
things of this world that I used to have 
and do. A simple “yes” that has caused 
me to separate myself from worldly 

pursuits and lead an antithetical life 
– one of obedience and subjection, 
a very difficult thing to consider for 
a young person like me. It was the 
“yes” I promised to live with for the 
rest of my life when I made my public 
confession of faith as a Reformed 
Christian four years ago.

But prior to my Confession of Faith, I 
went through a series of difficult and 
disappointing struggles before I got 
the elders’ approval. Having thought 

Bernadette is a confessing young 
adult in Berean Protestant 
Reformed Church in the 
Philippines.

ourselves. There will be times that 
we may fail to do so and fall into the 
snare of gossip, then we must look to 
God for strength to sustain us.

Second, do not associate ourselves 
with those who gossip.

Proverbs 20:19 He that goeth about as 
a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore 
meddle not with him that flattereth 
with his lips. 

It may mean objecting or changing 
the subject when a person starts to 
indulge in gossip. If we do not  take 
the effort to do so, we participate in 
communal sin and it will appear as if 
we approve of gossip. 

Third, should we be the subject of 
gossip, we ought to confront the 
source of the gossip directly. Yes, 
we should clear our names and tell 
the true version of the story, but it 
is also important to find the brother 
or sister who started the gossip, for 

their sakes as much as for our own 
name’s sake. We do so in love and 
meekness, to rebuke him or her for 
their sin of slandering, or to express 
our desire not to have a certain truth 
about us being circulated around.

Last, let us seek to be able to do 
all that is listed above regardless of 
the circumstances that we are in. 
Reading this article, you might be 
in agreement with most of what is 
written. Perhaps you might make 
a personal resolve not to gossip. 
However, the real difficulty is in the 
practice of it. Imagine a situation 
where Person Q is slandering you. In 
defending yourself, you might just 
as easily make a parting shot about 
something this person had done, 
which may happen to be true. Now 
you have also gossipped about the 
person! Or how about when Person 
R comes running, bursting with 
excitement to tell you something 

that Person S is frowning deeply 
about? Are you going to wait to hear 
that news? Will doing so cause you 
to participate in the gossip? This is 
for you to decide. 

There are several more situations 
where it is easy for us to fall into 
the destructive grip of gossip. 
Gossip which thrashes reputations 
and emotions. Gossip which rips 
friendships apart. Gossip which 
causes institutions to crumble. 
Gossip which tears life away. Gossip 
which might seem so innocent, but 
in indulging it, one steps into the 
downward, destructive spiral of 
ungodliness. Only one thing saves 
us from this dark power of Satan. 
The greatest power, the life-giving, 
uplifting, healing power of God. It 
is by His grace alone that we can 
hope to overcome the temptation 
of gossip. Let us look towards God 
as we engage in this lifelong battle 
against the power of the devil.
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that my limited knowledge of the 
catechism was enough, I approached 
my father, an elder of our church, and 
expressed my desire to confess my 
faith. He asked me several questions, 
then concluded “not yet, Berna”.

Months later as the new year 
approached, I was envious of some 
church mates who were going 
to confess their faith soon and 
approached my father again hoping 
for a favourable response this time 
round. After few questions, my father 
pointed out to me that my desire was 
wrongly motivated and denied my 
request the second time.

When our first PRC missionary, Pastor 
A. Spriensma, left for the USA to a 
new assignment in 2007, our church 
by God’s grace and providence was 
provided a series of visits by delegations 
from PRCA and they supplied our 
pulpit with lively preaching of His 
word for two and a half years. Prof. 
H. Hanko was one of them, and to 
him I planned to confess my faith. 
A very disappointing “no” for the 
3rd time was accorded to me by my 
father. “It’s not a matter of personality 
but according to God’s own will and 
perfect timing,” he stressed. But, 
sensing my sincere efforts to become 
a confessing member of the church, 
my father kept on teaching me and 
leading me to the right motivation 

for confession. He advised me to 
diligently study the Bible and the 
catechism, to be attentive under the 
preaching and reading of His word 
each LD service, to pray always and 
to be active in every church activity, 
especially with my fellow youths. With 
that in mind, I kept on memorizing, 
asking questions, studying, praying, 
reading and actively participating in 
the church life while waiting for the 
right time when God would be pleased 
to have me make my confession.

Then one night, on our way home 
from the school, my father told me 
that elder Bongat was expecting us in 
his office to discuss something. There 
my father asked, “Are you ready now?” 
He continued, “Tonight, I am here 
not as a father but as an elder doing 
examination for a confession of faith.”

Excited but nervous, I answered their 
50 questions from the Essentials, 
which I have memorized and kept 
treasured in my heart. Then, they 
asked me to explain how I understood 
John 3:16. Using a comparison based 
on the Great Flood, wherein God 
commanded Noah to bring inside the 
ark all kinds of animals represented by 
7’s and by 2’s (Genesis 6:19,20; 7:2,3), 
I told them that the word “world” 
there refers to the world of the elect 
only that represent mankind and not 
to all men head for head. Then the 

elders congratulated me and scheduled 
my public confession of faith.

On 19 April 2009, with Pastor Steven 
Key officiating the worship service, I 
finally said “YES” before the hearing 
ears of the whole congregation. Pastor 
Key exhorted teary-eyed me (and the 
congregation) to be ready and always 
on guard, wearing always the armour 
of salvation for the battle against Satan 
and his demons who will be out to 
attack, discourage and destroy my faith 
as he did to many others before. He 
added that there was nothing special 
about that date, for that confession 
was planned, not by me, nor by Pastor 
Key, but by God in His perfect will 
and timing for each of His child. There 
I realised the words of Prov. 16:9, “A 
man’s heart deviseth his ways, but the 
Lord directeth his steps.” Several times 
I planned, but it was always going to 
be God’s will that prevailed.

Already a confessing member of the 
church for four years now, I still love 
to sit with my friends in the catechism 
class every Lord’s Day, for it is always 
good and delightful to be fed and 
nourished with the truth of God’s 
Word. My “yes” continuously prompts 
me to be true to my word of promise 
in the confession, and it is only by 
God’s grace that I can continue on.

Thanks be to God for His goodness 
and mercy; to Him be the glory 
forever!

On 19 April 2009, with Pastor Steven Key 
officiating the worship service, I finally said 
“YES” before the hearing ears of the whole 

congregation.

“

”
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Be Strong and Very Courageous!
>> Pastor Daniel Holstege

“Be strong and of a good courage: for 
unto this people shalt thou divide for 
an inheritance the land, which I sware 
unto their fathers to give them. Only be 
thou strong and very courageous, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to 
all the law, which Moses my servant 
commanded thee: turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou 
goest…Be strong and of a good courage; 
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest” (Joshua 1:6-
9).

Young man, are you strong? Or are 
you weak? Why do you feel strong or 
weak? Do you feel strong because of 
your powerful body, your big muscles, 
your athletic prowess, or your speed 
and agility? Or do you feel weak 
because you lack some or all of these? 
Do you feel strong because you had 
military training or are now an expert 
in the weapons of war? Do you feel like 

a real man now? Or have you not had 
military training yet and therefore still 
feel weak? Young men, are you strong? 
“I have written unto you, young men, 
because ye are strong” (I Jn. 2:14). Be 
strong and very courageous! 

God commanded Joshua to be strong 
and courageous when he became the 
new leader of Israel after the death 
of Moses. God commands us to be 
strong too: “Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong” (I Cor. 16:13). “Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might” (Eph. 6:10). 
“Thou therefore, my son, be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (II 
Tim. 2:1). But what is this strength 
which God commands us to have? It 
is not physical strength. God surely 
commands us to take care of our bodies 
and to maintain good health. But He 
does not command us to pump iron 
at the gym to build huge muscles and 
a powerful physique. Rather, He calls 
us to be strong in heart, mind, and 
will. He commands us to be strong 
spiritually. He commands us to have 
courage. 

But what is true courage? First, we 
must distinguish true courage from 
the natural fearlessness of some men. 
Some are born with boldness. They 
fear nothing. They laugh at danger. 
They are not timid to confront their 
enemies. They are determined to 
succeed. But often their fearlessness 
is rooted in self-confidence. They are 
fearless and brave because they believe 
they have what it takes to overcome 

all opposition. That is not the courage 
commanded by God. Rather, true 
courage is that spiritual virtue whereby 
the believer fears no spiritual enemies, 
dangers, or difficulties but confronts 
them boldly, determined to do God’s 
will, because he trusts in God. True 
courage is rooted in true faith. I am 
not courageous because I believe in 
myself. But I am courageous because 
I believe in my God. I am not bold 
because I trust in my own abilities. 
But I am bold because I depend on my 
God to help me. True courage means I 
do not fear. It means I am determined 
to do what is right. It means I humbly 
refuse to turn aside from God’s truth 
and God’s law to the right or to the 
left. It means I do not care what 
happens to me for doing so. It means I 
take a stand and do not waver. Young 
men, are you strong? 

Let me return to the text. God 
commanded Joshua to be strong, and 
God gave Joshua thereby the strength 
and courage which He commanded. 
Joshua was in need of courage. Moses 
was dead. Joshua was the new leader 
of Israel. He had to lead Israel into 
Canaan. He faced formidable foes, the 
giant sons of Anak, the powerful kings 
of Canaan, the walled city of Jericho. 
He needed courage! God Himself 
spoke into his ears the powerful 
words: Be strong! Be courageous! Be not 
afraid! Be not dismayed! I will be with 
you! God’s Word is not like our words. 
When Moses told Joshua to be strong 
(Deut. 31:7-8), his words could not 
actually make Joshua strong. But when 
God told Joshua to be strong, His 

Rev Daniel Holstege is a 
minister of the Word at First 
Protestant Reformed Church 
of Holland in West Michigan, 
USA. The congregation there 
consists of approximately 70 
families. In March 2012, he 
came to Singapore to assist 
our church in her pulpit 
needs.
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Words actually made Joshua strong. 
Just look at what happened: Joshua 
invaded Canaan, conquered the land, 
cast down Israel’s enemies, destroyed 
powerful kings, and gave Israel their 
inheritance. He was courageous!  

But Joshua was only a type. He 
pointed forward to another man, to 
Jesus. Jesus needed greater strength 
and courage than any other man in 
all of history. He had to lead all of us 
His elect people into our inheritance 
of eternal life, but in the awful way 
of the cross. He not only had to face 
Pharisees and Sadducees who hated 
Him, but He had to wage war with 
Satan. But that was not all. He had 
to be forsaken by God, to suffer His 
wrath, to endure hellish agonies, to 
redeem us from sin. Jesus was strong. 
He never backed down. He boldly 
confronted His enemies and cast 
them down. He humbly refused to 
turn aside from doing God’s will. He 
courageously went to the cross and led 
us into Canaan. 

Jesus now makes His servants strong 
and courageous. He made Stephen 
strong to preach the truth to his 
enemies and to be stoned to death 
for it. He gave Peter boldness to 
proclaim Him in the temple and to 
the Jewish council and to be beaten 
and imprisoned for it. He filled Paul 
with courage to declare the gospel 
throughout Asia Minor and Greece 
and to be stoned, imprisoned, and 
beaten for it. He made Luther strong 

to take a stand for the truth over 
against the powerful and apostate 
Church of Rome at the Diet of Worms. 
He strengthened Calvin to write in 
defense of the truth over against the 
vicious attacks of heretics. 

But now look at the men in your own 
congregation. Christ gave strength 
to your beloved Pastor Lau. Toward 
the end of his life, Pastor Lau grew 
more and more weak, physically. But 
throughout his life Christ gave him 
spiritual strength and courage to preach 
and to stand fast in the truth of God’s 
Word over against certain heresies and 
under tremendous burdens. Christ 
has also given strength and courage to 
your office bearers, which is evident 
in their faithful leadership. But you 
young men are the future of the 
congregation. Are you strong? 

You will need to be strong and 
courageous. You face great enemies, 
dangers, and difficulties. Satan wants 
your congregation to apostatize and 
vanish. He will attack you from 
every angle. He may send wolves into 
your midst, false teachers, to deceive 
you to believe the lie or to stir up 
controversy. He will tempt you to 
devalue the truth of God’s Word, 
to minimize its importance, to love 
earthly things more. He will tempt 
you through the world. They will 
laugh at you and mock you for your 
faith. They will tempt you to date 
and marry them, to leave the church, 
and to go into the world. They will 

entice you with sinful pleasures, with 
fornication, drunkenness, and worldly 
entertainment. You need to be strong 
and courageous, young men! 

You do not need to be strong according 
to the standards of the world, 
according to the culture of Singapore. 
You do not need to be manly in the 
ways the wicked tell you to be manly. 
You need to be men of God who trust 
Him absolutely, who love and fear 
Him with all your hearts, who are 
humbly determined to do His will, to 
stand firm in His truth, and never to 
turn aside to the right or to the left! 
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear 
anything at all. Do not be dismayed at 
trouble or foe. Trust in God and stand 
fast. Speak the truth and do not fear 
those who oppose you. 

God is with you! He promised Joshua, 
“As I was with Moses, so I will be with 
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee” (Josh. 1:5). He added this: 
“The LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest” (1:9). God 
makes the same promise to you. He 
says, “As I was with your fathers, as 
I was with Pastor Lau, as I was with 
your spiritual leaders, so I will be with 
you: I will not fail you or forsake 
you.” Believe that promise of God. 
Trust in Him to make you strong and 
courageous. The church needs strong 
men. Your church needs you to be 
strong. Pray that God will grant you 
this strength. Pray that He will make 
you real men. Pray that He will make 
you valiant soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

True courage is 
rooted in true faith. 
“

”
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1. We thank God for establishing the sister-church 
relationship between CERC and PRCA, as we 
experienced and enjoyed a church visitation by Rev 
Koole and Elder Bodbyl.

May this relationship strengthen and build up His 
church.

2. We remember our Session. We’re thankful that 
God has given these men to us and we pray for 
God’s grace and strength to be upon them as they 
shepherd His flock.

3. As we just celebrated Good Friday not long ago, 
we thank God for the good attendance and it is 
our prayer that our LORD will use the message to 
gather His people.

4. We’re thankful for the Covenant Instruction and 
other instructional classes. 

Prayer: Psalm 90:16,17 “Let Thy work appear unto 
Thy servants, and Thy glory upon their children. 
And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon 
us: and establish Thou the work of our hands upon 
us; yea, the work of our hands establish Thou it.”

Prayer anD THankSgiving
>> auntie Jee Fung
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5. Pray for the parents in our church, that God will 
help us to bring our children up in the fear and 
admonition of Him. We thank Him for the provision 
of His Instruction Manual - our Bible.

6. As our youths grow into adults, we’re thankful to 
God for keeping them close to Him, enabling them to 
serve actively in church. Let’s pray for their continued 
spiritual growth.

7. We remember our brethren who are overseas and 
those who are in national service, each facing different 
temptations and trials. We rest in the knowledge that 
our God never slumbers or sleeps, and will keep them 
day by day.

8. “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us,

 but unto Thy name give glory,    

 for Thy mercy, and for Thy Truth’s sake.”

We give thanks for Pastor Lau and for his life of 
testimony for our LORD, living his life glorifying 
God and contending for the Truth. He has fought a 
good fight of faith.

May his family be comforted by this Truth during 
this time of bereavement.

The Heidelberg Catechism

Lord’s Day 45

Question 116: Why is prayer necessary for Christians?

Answer: Because it is the chief part of thankfulness which God requires of us; and also, because God will give His 
grace and Holy Spirit to those only, who with sincere desires continually ask them of Him, and are thankful for them.
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And he said unto them, Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. (Mark 16:15)

The Mission Work and Field of 
PRCA

With missions in their vision, the 
PRCA has since started its first mission 
work many years ago. By God’s grace, 
PRCA mission work has now come 
a long way and the missions that the 
PRCA are currently involved in are in 
2 main areas: Foreign Missions and 
Domestic Missions.

The denominational mission 
committees in charge of the area of 
Foreign Missions as well as Domestic 
Missions are the Foreign Mission 
Committee (FMC) and the Domestic 
Mission Committee (DMC) 
respectively. These two committees 
work hand in hand with the calling 
churches. 

The DMC consists of 5 pastors and 5 
elders/ex-elders from various PRCA 
churches.  On the other hand, the 
FMC consists of 3 pastors and 5 elders/
ex-elders from the Midwest-Doon, 
Hull, Calvary, Heritage and Edgerton 
churches. Both committees meet on 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 

The Doon Protestant Reformed 
Church is the calling church for 

the two missionaries (Rev. Daniel 
Kleyn and Rev. Richard Smit) in the 
Philippines, while the Southwest 
Protestant Reformed Church is the 
calling church for the missionary in 
Pittsburgh, Rev. Wilbur Bruinsma.

The Current Missions in PRCA:

1. FOREIGN MISSIONS

The countries in which the Foreign 
Mission Committee is involved in are 
the Philippines and Ireland. 

Involvement with the Philippines

With the work of Peace PRC’s 
Evangelism Committee, PRCA first 
started their involvement in the 
Philippines back in 1995.

Presently, the PRCA is working 
with 7 churches or congregations in 
the Philippines, namely the Berean 
Protestant Reformed Church, First 
Reformed Church of Bulacan, 
Christian Faith Ministry in Batasan 
Hills, Maranatha Foursquare Gospel 
Church, Reformed Free Churches 
in Negros Occidental, Provident 
Christian Church, and as well as the 
All of Grace Protestant Reformed 
Fellowship in Gabaldon.

By God’s grace, this past November 
has been eventful for the Philippine 
churches. On 2nd November 2012, 
the Berean PRC witnessed joyously 
the ordination of their first local 
pastor, Rev. Vernon Ibe. 4 PRCA 
ministers were also there to witness his 
ordination ceremony.  

Within the same month, on 30th 
November, the consistories of First 
Reformed Church and the Berean PRC 
both examined Pastor John Flores, 
pastor of the First Reformed Church 
in Muzon, Bulacan in accordance to 

article 9 of our Church Order, which 
states clearly the procedure for the 
admission of ministers from other 
denominations. Pastor Flores passed 
the exam, with both consistories 
voting unanimously in favour of 
him. The successful examination of 
Rev. Flores means that he would be 
given the rights and privileges that a 
minister in good standing holds in the 
future denomination, God willing. 

God be praised for His gracious 
provision towards Berean PRC and 
First Reformed Church and we rejoice 
with them exceedingly at these joyous 
occasions. May the Lord continue to 
sustain Rev. Ibe and Rev. Flores in 
their ministerial work and uphold the 
Church in her battle against the false 
doctrines in this day and age. 

Also, since November 2012, there has 
been a new work in Marikina, Manila. 
Marikina is a suburb city in the metro 
Manila area which is approximately 
30-45 minutes driving time and 20km 
away from where the missionaries live 
in Antipolo.

Marikina became internationally 
famous during the floods of Ondoy 
in September 2009 as this area was 
hit the hardest. Rev. Smit, one of 
the two missionary pastors based in 
the Philippines, shares his experience 
regarding the aftermath of the floods, 
“When I was sitting in the church 
building of the PCCM for a lecture 
in November, members showed me 
the line to which the waters rose. 
That line was on the second floor, 
showing that the water has risen over 
5m, and caused significant damage to 
the building then. Now, it has been 
cleaned up and works well for the 
congregation’s needs.”

neWS aroUnD US: 
MISSIOn WORK In FOCuS

>> ruth Teo

Ruth Teo is a confessing young 
adult in CERC.
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The Provident Christian Church 
(PCC) in Marikina has approximately 
40 members including about 15 or so 
children. Weekly, on every Thursday 
night, Rev. Kleyn and Rev. Smit have 
been giving speeches on Reformed 
doctrines such as the sovereignty and 
the particular grace of God. Currently, 
Rev. Kleyn is teaching a class on the 
Essentials of Reformed Doctrine, 
catechism using the PRCA catechism 
book every Thursday night (7:30pm 
to 9:30 pm) and also preaching on 
one Sunday each month. God willing, 
the frequency at which Rev. Kleyn will 
preach would increase since PCC is 
still without a pastor.

Majority of the members in PCC 
previously came from an Arminian 
and Pentecostal background. 
However, due to the congregation’s 
strong passion for the Reformed Faith, 
many have left the false church or have 
been driven out of it and into PCC. 
They believed that being Reformed 
not only involves learning doctrines, 
but living out the biblical doctrines 
in the organic life of the church. PCC 
sought to adopt Reformed church 
polity (government) and the practice 
of having two worship services on the 
Lord’s Day. The vast change in their 
worldview and lifestyles, growth in 
faith and doctrine is a work which we 
can be exceedingly thankful to God 
for and we greatly rejoice with them.

In addition to their work in Marikina, 
the missionaries also travel to Southern 
Negros Occidental to meet with the 
congregations there as well as with as 
the group of pastors there. Rev. Kleyn 
and Rev. Smit is currently teaching 
them Reformed Dogmatics and the 
Church Order. The missionaries have 
also in the past few years preached 
in one of the churches in Inayauan, 
where the Reformed Free Church is 
located.

Recently, in April, Rev. Kleyn and 
Rev. John Flores visited a Protestant 
Reformed Fellowship in Albuera for 
5 days.  The work in Albuera, about 
900km south-east of Metro Manila. It 
is the first mission work undertaken by 

the First Reformed Church in Muzon, 
Bulacan where Rev. John Flores is the 
pastor of. We can pray that the faith 
labours of these godly man may bear 
fruits, the gospel spread and God’s 
name glorified.

Limerick Reformed Fellowship 
(www.limerickreformed.com)

By God’s sovereign grace the PRCA 
has been given mission work in Ireland 
as well. Since 30 July 2010, Rev. 
Martyn McGeown has been serving 
in Limerick Reformed Fellowship as a 
missionary. 

By God’s providence saints from 
Germany, Italy, Latvia, Ireland, Wales 
and Philippines, among many, have 
visited and worshipped with the 
fellowship.  Recently, they have begun 
work on the live audio broadcasting 
of their worship service. This allows 
sermons to be heard live on their 
Facebook page at 11.30AM and 5.30 
PM (GMT).

Potential mission fields 

Apart from the current mission work 
in these few countries, churches from 
PRCA in the states are currently 
investigating other areas for labours. At 
present, investigatory and preliminary 
work is being carried out by the 
Foreign Mission Committee with 
some contacts in Myanmar (Burma), 
but at this point of time, a missionary 
is yet to be called.

2. DOMESTIC MISSIONS

Protestant Reformed Fellowship of 
Pittsburgh (Prcpittsburgh.org)

The Protestant Fellowship of 
Pittsburgh is located on the east side of 
Pittsburgh, USA. Established in July 
1998, the congregation currently has 
36 people, which include 8 families, 
4 singles, a couple and also 2 students 
from a nearby college.

In an email correspondence with 
their serving pastor, Rev. Wilbur 
Bruinsma, he states that, “We are 
busy with Bible Societies, Doctrinal 
Studies, and catechism for the 
children. We continue our outreach 
to the community around us by 
radio broadcasts, interviews, and 
ads.  We also hold lectures twice a 
year (sometimes 3 times). We have a 
mailing list of about 100 names with 
people from the area who have shown 
some kind of interest in the PRC.

“Besides these labours we have begun 
to labour in an area about a half an 
hour north of Pittsburgh.  We hold 
a Survey of Old Testament History 
class in Cranberry Township, PA.  
This class has about 30 to 35 people 
in attendance. We hold it every other 
week on a Wednesday evening. We 
hope to labour more extensively in 
this area. So, this work is just in its 
beginning stages.” How exciting it is 
to see God’s plans unfold!

Also, the PRCA is looking towards 
developing a program for each of their 
congregations in the USA to work 
towards organizing a new congregation 
within a radius of about 100 miles of 
their respective churches. 

Limerick 
Reformed 
Fellowship

Protestant 
Reformed 
Fellowship in 
Pittsburgh
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Lending a Hand

How can we, as fellow brothers 
and sisters in the Lord and as a 
sister church, assist the PRCA in 
their missions, especially in the 
Philippines — congregations which 
are geographically closer to us?

First and foremost, we need to fully 
understand the purpose, grounds and 
calling for missions from the Word of 
God. We too should keep up to date 
with how Reformed Missions works in 
the various countries are developing. 
This will give us a better spiritual 
understanding how to help and what 
to pray for our brothers and sisters in 
the Lord.

Secondly, having a proper Reformed 
(Biblical) understanding of mission 
work is crucial. Today, there are 
many so called “missions” which 
are not missions at all. The purpose 
of such “missions” is to improve of 
the level wealth of those whom they 
minister to. This is unbiblical. The 
command for missions is to preach 
to them the Gospel (Mark 16:15-
16), and if there are needs, to provide 
daily bread within the divinely and 
providentially established boundaries 
of their economies and wealth. 
Reformed missions is not primarily 
about helping people in the physical 
and material sense like in the case of 
community work, but instead it is to 
help them in the spiritually whereby 
those that are before ordained by God 
unto salvation are saved from eternal 
damnation by the bold preaching of 
the Word of Christ (1 Cor 1:21).

The manifold spiritual blessings are 
revealed to us in the bible whereby 
it saves us through spiritual rebirth 
(James 1:21), gives us faith, wisdom 
and strength (Acts 20:32), upon 
meditating gives us much profit (1 
Tim 4:15), guides and leads us in 
our lives (Psalm 119:105) and lastly 
cleanses us spiritually (Psalm 119:9). 
This is not to say we should withhold 
daily bread when there is a need, 
rather that we do not spoil the mission 
work by placing the focus of missions 
on physical salvation instead of the 

true and eternal salvation in Jesus 
Christ. The line between the two is 
very thin and much wisdom, studying 
and prayer needed in this work of 
spreading the glorious truths of the 
God of Salvation. Furthermore, Christ 
commands us to place spiritual things 
in higher priority and importance 
than earthly things (Matt 6:19-21). 

A great way to learn about Reformed 
and biblical missions is through 
various lectures and articles. Perhaps, 
CERC can grow in the love for the 
great commission by organising such 
lectures and have more articles written 
and distributed teaching what proper 
Reformed missions is about. Personally, 
we can pick up and read books on 
mission work, past and present. If a 
book sounds too intimidating, one can 
pick up a Standard Bearer Reformed 
magazine which speaks highly and 
in a sound manner of mission work. 
These are just some suggestions and 
are not exhaustive. Diligent studying 
of mission work allows us to compare 
Reformed missions with how the 
majority of the church world thinks 
and carries out its mission work. 
Young man and women of CERC 
seeking to carry on the banner of Truth 
our parents held to must endeavour 
to glean wisdom for God’s word and 
church history. May God bless us 
with the faithfulness to the command 
of the great commission and stand 
firm on God’s truth in any mission 
field.  Finally, we can help by creating 
opportunities to travel between our 
countries to encourage each other’s 
work. For example, organizing a yearly 
event or small groups to Philippines 
or other mission fields to visit the 
different churches is one of the many 
things we can do to learn from our 
brothers and sisters in Christ and 
encourage them in their work. Not 
only can we get to know each other 
better, drink deeply the blessing of the 
catholicity (universality) of the body 
of Christ, but we also get a first-hand 
experience on how missions work.

Conclusion

Let us take heed and be reminded of 
the importance of the Word of God 
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in relation to preaching and mission 
work. God’s word reminds us that 
preaching in the indispensable part 
of any ministry. For faith is created 
through the preaching of the word. 
(Romans 10:17, “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.”) Preaching on the mission field 
is God’s means of bringing His elect 
into fellowship with himself and His 
body, the church. Through preaching, 
the elect are saved.

Let us also reflect that we were once 
slaves in Eygpt, under the cruel slave-
master of sin. But we were freed by 
Jesus Christ, no longer under the 
misery of sin but now have all liberty 
and joy in our Conquering King! 
Let us remember the testimony of 
godly man like our late Pastor Lau, 
Pastor Den Hagtog and Pastor Jason 
Kortering whom we are witness to their 
great sacrifice and were fruits of their 
zeal for missions. Let us remember 
the many brothers and sisters in the 
states who held us up in constant 
prayer, gave up much money, time 
and energy for our church especially 
when it was in its infancy. If you are a 
youth like me or younger, talk to the 
“old timers” or your own parents. Ask 
them how they were brought out of 
idolatry to marvellous liberty in Jesus 
Christ. But if we forget what God has 
saved us from and to, if we forget the 
testimonies of the weak vessels God 
used to bring His word to us, I fear 
no young man and women will have 
the proper humility, thankful heart 
nor the spiritual vision to endeavour 
in the demanding calling for mission 
work. May God graciously grant to us 
the ardent desire and means to labour 
for His cause and for the furtherance 
of His glorious Kingdom.

Rev 6:2  And I saw, and behold a white 
horse: and he that sat on him had a 
bow; and a crown was given unto him: 
and he went forth conquering, and to 
conquer. 

Special thanks to Rev. Smit, 
Rev. Kleyn, Rev. Bruinsma, Rev. 
Kortering, Rev. Martyn McGeown 
as well as Rev. Allen Brummel who 
have made this article possible.
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CK April Outing

Pastor Lau Chin 
Kwee went Home 
to glory on 24 
March 2013, 
dearly missed by 
all of us

Dinner and fellowship at CK 13th Anniversary CK Committee 2013/2014


